The Devil’s
Handwriting

PRECOLONIALITY AND

THE GERMAN COLONIAL STATE
IN QINGDAO, SAMOA,

AND SOUTHWEST AFRICA

George Steinmetz

THEUNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS: Chicago & London



CONTENTS

List of illustrations [iX] Preface [xiii] Acknowledgments [xxv]
Abbreviations [xxix]

CHAPTER i Introduction: Ethnography and the Colonial State [i]

Three Colonies, 3 « Making Sense of Colonia Variations, 19 « The Specificity
of the Colonid State, 27 ¢ Precolonid Mimicry and the Centrdlity of Naive
Policy, 41 « Toward an Explanation: The Colonid State as a Socid Field, 4J «
Symboalic and Imaginary Identifications, 55 ¢« Resistance, Cooperation, and
Inflections of Native Policy by Its Addressees, 66 ¢ Imperia Germany and the
German Empire, 68

PART ONE: SOUTHWEST AFRICA

CHAPTER 2 "A World Composed almost Entirely of Contradictions":
Southwest Africans in German Eyes, before Colonialism [75]

Precolonid and Protocolonia Imagery of Southwest Africans, 77 « The Khoi-
khoi: The Path to Precolonial Mimicry, 79 « The Rehoboth Basters: Pure Inter-
mediacy, 121 « The Ovaherero: A Radicaly Smplified Ethnographic Discourse,
124 « Toward Colonidism, 133

CHAPTER 3 From Native Policy to Genocide to Eugenics:
German Southwest Africa [135]

Accessing the Inaccessible, 135 ¢ The Germans and the Withooi People, 146 «
"Rivers of Blood and Rivers of Money": Germans and Ovaherero, 179 « Collabo-
ration and the Rule of Difference: The Rehoboth Basters under German Rule,
216 « Conclusion, 239



PART TWO: SAMOA

CHAPTER 4 "A Foreign Race That All Travelers Have Agreed to

be the Most Engaging”: The Creation of the Samoan Noble Savage,

by Way of Tahiti [243].

The ldea of Polynesian Noble Savagery, 243 « Europeans on Polynesiain the
Weake of Wallis and Bougainville: The Tahitian Metonym, 247 « Polynesa and
Tahiti in German Eyes, 177051850, 261 « Nineteenth-Century Socid Change
in Polynesia and the Increasing Attractiveness of Samoa, 280 ¢ Nineteenth-
Century Samoa: From Laperouse to the Germans, 288 ¢ The Evolution of Euro-
pean and German Representations of Samoa, 298 ¢ Precolonia Guiddines for a
Future Native Palicy, 307

CHAPTER 5 "The Spirit of the German Nation at Work in the
Antipodes': German Colonialism in Samoa, 1900-1914 [317]

Sdvage Colonidism, 317 ¢ The Sources of Native Policy in Samoa, 341 ¢ Class
Distinction and Class Exdtation, 350 « Conclusion: Resistance and the Limits
on Colonid Native Policy, 356

PART THREE: CHINA

CHAPTER 6 The Foreign Devil's Handwriting:
German Views of China before "Kiautschou" [36]]

Europe's Cathay, 365 « Sinomania, 367 « German Views of Chinain the Era
of Sinomania, 376 » The Rise of Sihophobia, 384 « German Sinophobia, 400 ¢
En Route to Qingdao: Spesking of the Devil, 403 « Multivocdity in German
Representations of China a the End of the Nineteenth Century, 421 « Toward
"German-China', 426 « Transition, 429

CHAPTER 7 A Pact with the (Foreign) Devil: Qingdao as a Colony [433]

Bumrush the Show: Germansin Colonid Kiaochow,-1897-1904, 433 « Shaken,
Not Stirred: Segregated Colonid Space and Radica Alterity during the First
Phase of German Colonidism in Kiaochow, 1897-1904, 446 « German Ndive
Policy in Kiaochow, Compared, 458 « Early Native Policy and the Haunting of
Sinophobia by Sinophilia, 461 ¢ The Seminar for Oriental Languages and Ger-
man Sinology as a Conduit for Sinophilia, 467 < Rapprochement: The Second
Phase of German Coloniaism in Kiaochow, 1905-14,470 « Explaining the Shift
in Native Policy, 490 « Conclusion, JO6

CHAPTER 8 Conclusion: Colonial Afterlives [509]

Appendix 1: A Noteon Sourcesand Procedures
Appendix 2: Head Administratorsof Ger man Southwest Africa, Samoa, and Kiaochow [ 525]
Bibliography [527] Index [605]



