
Adult Education as
Vocation
A Critical Role for the Adult Educator

Michael Collins

London and New York



Contents

Editor's note ix

Preface xi

1 The current crisis in adult education: obsession with
technique and shortfalls in practice 1

2 On contemporary practice and research: self-directed
learning to critical theory 21

3 Adult education as vocation: the role of the adult

4

5

6

7

educator

Addressing needs, programme design, and evaluation

The critical turn: reviewing professionalization,
training and the problem of competence

Adult life-world concerns and protection of
the commons

Critical adult education: outlines of a transformative
pedagogy

Conclusion

Notes

Bibliography

Index

40

58

80

93

101

118

121

133

141

vu


