FIRST BLITZ

The Secret German Plan to Raze London
to the Ground in 1918

NEIL HANSON

L

CORGI BOOKS




CONTENTS

Acknowledgements

O 0 NN b W -

et b et et e et
NN U R W N = O

18

The First Blows

Zeppelins Overhead
Turk’s Cross

The Gotha Hum

Feverish Work

A City in Turmoil

Home Defence
Night-time Excursions
Brandbomben

The Blitz of the Harvest Moon
The Serpent Machine
Londoners Unnerved

Air Defence Revisited

A Failure of Strategy
Giants in the Night Sky
The Whit Sunday Raid
The Elektron Fire Bomb
Ludendorff’s Intervention

Epilogue

Notes
Bibliography

Picture acknowledgements
Index

11 -

15

39

55

81
101
145
197
219
235
249
279
297
323
349
369
389
403
419

447
459
523

559
563



