
Social Development
Psychological Growth

and the Parent-Child Relationship

Eleanor E. Maccoby
Stanford University

HARCOURT BRACE JOVANOVICH, INC.
New York San Diego Chicago San Francisco Atlanta

London Sydney Toronto



Contents

l

2

Preface- v

INTROD UCTION AND
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 3

The Child as Victim: Early Ideas and Practices 4

For Gentleness in Child Rearing: Two Influential Points
of View 8

The Dawn of Scientific Child Study 11

Socialization Research at Mid-century 15

Changing Views of the Nature of the Child: Influences
on Current Research 18

Where Do We Stand Today? 29

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ATTACHMENT 35

Attachment in Lower Animals 36

Attachment in Subhuman Primates 40

Attachment in Humans 46

Why Do Infants and Young Children Become
Attached? 62

Why Attachment Grows Less Intense 73

Summary and Commentary 78

ix



Contents

3 HOW CHILDREN DIFFER IN THEIR
ATTACHMENTS 81

Secure and Insecure Attachment 81

The Consequences of Early Attachment 92

Differing Attachment Patterns during the Preschool
Years 102

Summary and Commentary 109

f A CHILDREN'S AGGRESSION AND PARENTS'
V TTJ RESPONSES 115

Early Development 118

Parental Influence 132

Changes in the Nature and Function of
Aggression 143

The Development of Nonaggressive Means of
Assertiveness 149

5
Summary and Commentary 156

* 1 IMPULSE CONTROL 161

The Organization of Behavior 162

The Inhibition of Action 164

The Control of Emotions 176

Implications for Child Rearing: The Parents' Role in
Children's Impulsiveness 187

Summary and Commentary 198



6
Contents xi

7

SEX DIFFERENCES AND SEX
TYPING 203

Sex Differences 205

Sex Identity 224

Sex tfo/es 233

Variations in Degree of Sex Typing 238

Causes of Sex-typed Behavior 239

Summary and Commentary 246

THE SENSE OF SELF 251

Self-Recognition 254

Self-Definition 258

Self-Esteem 271

The Locus of Control 281

Summary and Commentary 291

MORAL DEVELOPMENT I:
MORAL THOUGHT 295

TTze Social Meaning of Morality 296

T/ze Development of Moral Understanding 301

Cognitive Processes Underlying Developmental Change
in Moral Judgments 315

Summary and Commentary 326



xii Contents

9

10

MORAL DEVELOPMENT II: MORAL
EMOTIONS AND MORAL BEHAVIOR 329

Inhibition of Forbidden Acts 330

Altruistic Behavior 344

The Relationship between Moral.Thinking and
Moral Behavior 356

Summary and Commentary 362

CHILD-REARING PRACTICES AND
THEIR EFFECTS 367

Child Rearing and the Growth of Competence 368

Major Dimensions of Child Rearing 380

Parental Control 381

Parental Warmth and Affection 392

Influences on Parents' Behavior 395

Cautionary Comments 405

Summary and Overview 407

References 411

Author Index 427

Subject Index 431


