
Corpus and Sociolinguistics
Investigating age and gender in female talk

Brona Murphy
University of Edinburgh

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Amsterdam / Philadelphia



Table of contents

Foreword xm
Acknowledgements xv
Introduction xvn

CHAPTER 1

Age as a sociolinguistic variable 1
1.1 Definition of age 1
1.2 Status of age 2
1.3 Etic and emic approaches to studying age and aging 3
1.4 Survey of research on age and language 5

1.4.1 Apparent time 5
1.4.2 Age-grading 6
1.4.3 Real time 7
1.4.4 Linguistic life-span perspective 8

1.4.4.1 Childhood and adolescence 10
1.4.4.2 Adulthood 11
1.4.4.3 Old age 12

1.5 Issues in age-related research 13
1.5.1 Subjects 14
1.5.2 Contexts of talk 14

1.6 Merits of a corpus-based approach to examining age and language 16

CHAPTER 2

Contextualising age-related research 17
2.1 Discourse, sociolinguistics and variation 17

2.1.1 Discourse studies: Background 18
2.1.2 Discourse: A definition 20
2.1.3 Discourse studies in all-female talk 21
2.1.4 Discourse studies in all-male talk 23

2.2 Research and sociolinguistic variables 24
2.3 Language variety and language variation 25
2.4 Conversation analysis 25
2.5 Variational pragmatics 28



VIII Corpus and Sociolinguistics

2.6 Sociolinguistic variables 29

CHAPTER 3

How to build and use a corpus for age-related research 31
3.1 Corpus linguistics as a tool 31
3.2 Size of the corpus 31
3.3 Descriptive and interpretative issues 32

3.3.1 Observer's paradox 33
3.3.2 Difficulties: Accurately (re) capturing context in transcription 33

3.4 Selection criteria 34
3.5 Transcription issues 35
3.6 Description of the data 36

3.6.1 Collection 36
3.6.2 Methodological issues in the corpus 37
3.6.3 Participants in the corpus 38
3.6.4 Description of the corpus 40

3.7 Tools of investigation 41
3.7.1 Word frequency lists 41
3.7.2 Cluster analysis 42
3.7.3 Keyword search 42
3.7.4 Concordancing 44

3.8 Organisation of the book 44

CHAPTER 4

Hedging 47
4.1 Vague language 47
4.2 Origins of hedging 47
4.3 Definition 48
4.4 Approaches 51

4.4.1 Hedging and semantics 51
4.4.2 Hedging and pragmatics 52

4.5 Hedging and gender 56
4.6 Hedging forms in FAC 59
4.7 Examining hedging across the age groups 63

4.7.1 Conversation types in FAC 20s 63
4.7.2 Life stage and relationship in FAC 20s 68
4.7.3 Conversation types in FAC 40s 72
4.7.4 Life stage and relationship in FAC 40s 76
4.7.5 Conversation type in FAC 70s/80s 77
4.7.6 Life stage and relationship in FAC 70s/80s 80



Table of contents ix

4.7 Gender and hedging 82

4.8 Summary 83

CHAPTER 5

Vague category markers 85

5.1 Forms of vague category markers 85

5.2 Functions of vague category markers 90

5.3 Vague category marker forms in FAC 91

5.4 Examining vague category markers across the age groups 97

5.4.1 "And everything" as a marker of FAC 70s/80s 97

5.4.2 "Or whatever" as a marker of FAC 70s/80s 100

5.4.3 "Or something" as a marker of FAC 20s 103

5.4.4 "Or something" in FAC 70s/80s 105

5.5 VCMs and gender 106

5.6 Summary 108

CHAPTER 6

Amplifiers 111

6.1 Amplifiers: A definition 111

6.2 Role of amplifiers 112

6.2.1 Versatility and colour 112

6.2.2 Constant change 112

6.3 Amplifiers and gender 113

6.4 Amplifiers in FAC 114

6.5 Examining amplifiers across the age groups 118

6.5.1 "Very" and "really" as amplifiers in FAC 20s 118

6.5.2 "Very" and "really" as amplifiers in FAC 40s 121

6.5.3 "Very" and "really" as amplifiers in FAC 70s/80s 123

6.5.4 "So" as an amplifier in FAC 20s I24

6.5.5 "So" as an amplifier in FAC 40s 127

6.5.6 "So" as an amplifier in FAC 70s/80s 128

6.5.7 "Fucking'7 "fecking" as an amplifier in FAC 20s 128

6.6 Amplifiers and gender 131

6.7 Summary of amplifiers 133

CHAPTER 7

Boosters 135

7.1 Boosters: A definition 135

7.2 Role of boosters 136

7.3 Boosters in FAC 136



x Corpus and Sociolinguistics

7.4 Examining boosters across the age groups 139
7.4.1 "WILL" and "must" 139

7.4.2 FAC 20s 140

7.4.3 FAC 40s 143

7.4.4 FAC 70s/80s 143

7.5 "Absolutely" 146

7.5.1 FAC 20s 147

7.5.2 FAC 40s 147

7.5.3 FAC 70s/80s 148

7.6 "Altogether" 149

7.6.1 FAC 20s 149

7.6.2 FAC 40s 149

7.6.3 FAC 70s/80s 149

7.7 "Alright" 150

7.7.1 FAC 20s 150

7.7.2 FAC 40s 151

7.7.3 FAC 70s/80s 152

7.8 "Completely" 152

7.8.1 FAC 20s 152

7.8.2 FAC 40s and FAC 70s/80s 152

7.9 "Definitely" 153

7.9.1 FAC 20s 153

7.9.2 FAC 40s and FAC 70s/80s 153

7.10 "Too": FAC 70s/80s 153

7.11 "At all": FAC 20s 154

7.11.1 "At all": FAC 40s 154

7.11.2 "At all": FAC 70s/80s 155

7.12 Unmodified simple forms: FAC 70s/80s 156

7.13 Boosters and gender 158

7.14 Summary of boosters 161

CHAPTER 8

Taboo language 163
8.1 Taboo language: Background 163
8.2 Approaches to taboo language 165

8.2.1 The sociolinguistic approach 165
8.3 Taboo language: A definition 167

8.3.1 Expletives 169
8.3.2 Religious taboo words 170
8.3.3 Abusives 170



Table of contents xi

8.3.4 Phatic uses of taboo language 171

8.4 Taboo language and women 172

8.5 Taboo language and age 174

8.6 Taboo language in FAC 177

8.6.1 Expletives 177

8.6.2 Religious references 182

8.6.3 Animal-related abusives 184

8.6.4 Intellectual abusive 184

8.6.5 Sex-related abusives 185

8.6.6 Homosexual abusives 185

8.7 Examining taboo language across the age groups 185

8.7.1 Expletives 186

8.7.2 Religious references 190

8.7.3 Original religious references 194

8.7.4 Animal-related abusives 199

8.7.5 Intellectual abusives 200

8.7.6 Sex-related abusives 202

8.7.7 Homosexual abusives 203

8.8 Summary 203

CHAPTER 9

Conclusion 205

References 211

Appendix 225

Index 229


