
Africa's Development in the
Twenty-first Century

Pertinent Socio-Economic and Development Issues

Edited by

KWADWO KONADU-AGYEMANG
University of Akron, USA

and

KWAMINA PANFORD
Northeastern University, USA

ASHGATE



Contents

Contributors ix
Preface and Acknowledgments xv

1 Introduction and Book Overview 1
Kwadwo Konadu-Agyemang and Kwamina Panford

Parti: Theoretical Discussions and Consideration

2 21 st Century African Development: Crises and Challenges.
An Overview 11
Kwamina Panford and Kwadwo Konadu-Agyemang

3 Rethinking the African State: A New Conceptualization on
Sub-Saharan Africa 27
Smile Dube and Calvin O. Masilela

4 Left in the Ditch: Africa and the Dialectics of Globalization 49
KwameA. Ninsin

Part II: Regional Groupings, Political and Economic Unions

5 The Transition from the Organization of African Unity to the
The African Union 69
Kwamina Panford

6 The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS):
Achievements, Problems and Prospects for Africa's Development
in the 21 st Century 89
Joseph Mensah and Richard Aidoo

Part III: Food, Land Matters, Natural Resources and Management

7 Conflict Timber, Conflict Diamonds: Parallels in the Political Ecology
of 19th and 20th Century Resource Exploitation in Sierra Leone 109
FendaA. Akiwumi



vi Africa's Development in the 21st Century

8 Ensuring Food Security in Sub-Saharan Africa in the 21 st Century:
A Potential Role for Climate Forecasts 127
Abigail Amissah-Arthur

9 The Political Ecology of Land Degradation in Ethiopia 139
Tadesse Kidane-Mariam andDelphis F. Levia Jr.

10 Economic/Political Convenience and Unprecedented Deforestation
in Sub-Saharan Africa: Development Lessons from Ghana's
Structural Adjustment Program 161

J. Henry Owusu

11 Land Reforms and Land Redistribution in Zimbabwe: A 'Tragedy of
the Commons'? 183
Smile Dube and Calvin O. Masilela

12 Indigenous Knowledge and Environmental Management in Africa:
Evidence from Ghana 205
Seth Appiah-Opoku

Part IV: Developmental Issues

13 Stealing from the Poor: Securing Integrity in African Public Service
in the 21st Century 217
Gerald Acquaah-Gaisie

14 The Military and Nigerian Political Economy in the Global System 235
Olayiwola Abegunrin

15 South Africa's Successful Constitutional Transformation meets the
Challenge of Implementation: Equality and the Accommodation
of Population Diversity ' 249
Kristin Henrard

16 Transportation as a Factor in the Socio-economic Development
of Ghana 281
Sesime Adanu

17 Gender Disparities in African Education: Some Socio-economic
Implications for Africa's Development in the 21 st Century 301
Kwadwo Konadu-Agyemang and Judith Shabaya



Contents vii

18 The Politics and Apolitics of Development: The Case of a
Development Project in Northern Ghana 323
Karl Botchway

19 Currency Devaluation and Poverty in Mauritania 343
Mohameden Ould-Mey

20 Changing Urban Development: Africa's Opportunities and Challenges
in a Global Economy at the Dawn of the 21st Century 357

Richard Grant

21 Africa's Participation in the Revolution in Information and
Communications Technology: Opportunity for Economic
Development or Deprivation? 375
Peter A. Kwaku Kyem and Olivia Kyem

22 Making Change: Reinventing Africa for the 21 st Century 3 91
Kwamina Panford and Kwadwo Konadu-Agyemang

Index 401


