
Nazi Cinema's New Women

JANA F. BRUNS

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Illustrations page vii

Special Terms and Abbreviations ix

Acknowledgments xi

Introduction I

1 Film Stars and the Institutional Development
of Nazi Film 15
I. A "Trusting Partnership" with the Mew Regime 15
II. Reforming the Censorship System 29
III. The Final Step: Nationalization and the Creation

of'Ufi" 36
2 The Queen of Revue Films: Marika Rokk 53

I. Beginnings: A Hungarian Wunderkind 5 5
II. The Perils of Becoming Eleanor Powell 75
III. Decadence and Defeat 88

3 The Eternal Feminine: Zarah Leander 109
I. Beginnings: Creating the Myth of Zarah Leander 113
II. Experiments 132
III. The Quest for the Proper Wartime Heroine 149

4 The Disobedient Maiden: Kristina Soderbaum 171
I. Beginnings: The Director's Muse 177
II. Sexual Deviance as Political Spectacle 189
III. Eroticizing Death 215

Conclusion: Women, Gender, and the Politics of
Desire in Nazi Cinema 225



vi Contents

Filmographies 237

Bibliography 245
Manuscript Collections 245
Document Collections 247
Primary Sources 248
Secondary Sources 252

Index 261


