
The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and bin Laden,

from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001

S T E V E C O L L

PENGUIN BOOKS



C O N T E N T S

List of Maps xiii

Principal Characters xiv

P R O L O G U E A C C O U N T S R E C E I V A B L E 1
September 1996

PART ONE B L O O D B R O T H E R S 1 9
November 1979 to February 1989

1. "We're Going to Die Here" 21

2. "Lenin Taught Us" 38
3. "Go Raise Hell" 53
4. "I Loved Osama" 71
5. "Don't Make It Our War" 89

6. "Who Is This Massoud?" 107

7. "The Terrorists Will Own the World" 125
8. "Inshallah, You WiU Know My Plans" 147
9. "We Won" no

PART TWO T H E O N E - E Y E D M A N W A S K I N G 1 8 7
March 1989 to December 1997

10. "Serious Risks" 189
11. "A Rogue Elephant" 205



12. "We Are in Danger" 225

13. "A Friend of Your Enemy" 240

14. "Maintain a Prudent Distance" 257

15. "A New Generation" 266

16. "Slowly, Slowly Sucked into It" 280

17. "Dangling the Carrot" 301

18. "We Couldn't Indict Him" J «

19. "We're Keeping These Stingers" 336

20. "Does America Need the CIA?" J «

P A R T T H R E E T H E D I S T A N T E N E M Y 3 6 9
January 1998 to September 10, 2001

21. "You Are to Capture Him Alive" 371

22. "The Kingdom's Interests" 397

23. "We Are at War" 416

24. "Let's Just Blow the Thing Up" 438

25. "The Manson Family" 453

26. "That Unit Disappeared" 473

27. "You Crazy White Guys" 491

28. "Is There Any Policy?" 509

29. "Daring Me to Kill Them" 526

30. "What Face Will Omar Show.to God?" 543

31. "Many Americans Are Going to Die" J5J

32. "What an Unlucky Country" 574

Afterword 585

Notes 589

Bibliography 667

Acknowledgments 681

Index 685


