TREASURE OF THE
LAND OF DARKNESS

The fur trade and its significance
for medieval Russia

JANET MARTIN

University of Miami

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge
London New York New Rochelle
Melbourne  Sydney



CONTENTS

page vii

ix

X

INTRODUCTION ) I
BULGAR . 5
The ninth and tenth centuries 5
The eleventh and twelfth centuries 14
The Mongol period 27
THE RUS’ 35
The tenth century 35
The eleventh and twelfth centuries , " 43
NOVGOROD: THE SQUIRREL FUR TRADE 61
The Novgorod-Hansa trade 61
The squirrel supply system 68
The decline of Novgorod's fur trade network 81
MOSCOW AND KAZAN’; THE LUXURY FUR TRADE 86
Moscow's entry into the fur trade ... 86
Moscow's fur trade network: the fourteenth century ...t 90

The fur trade networks of Kazan” and Moscow:

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries = . . .92
THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FUR TRADE ' I10,
Kievan Rus’ : ©III
Suzdalia ) 118
Moscow 130
THE ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FUR TRADE 151
Novgorod 152
Moscow : 163
CONCLUSION 167



Contents

Notes 170
Bibliography 243
Index 267

vi



