
ÖSTERREICHISCHE AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN 
PHILOSOPHISCH-HISTORISCHE KLASSE 

SITZUNGSBERICHTE, 643. BAND 

AGING 
ASIAN CONCEPTS AND 

EXPERIENCES 
PAST AND PRESENT 

Edited by 
SUSANNE FORMANEK and SEPP LINHART 

VERLAG 
DER OSTERREICHISCHEN AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN 

WIEN 1997 

 
 

  
© 2008 AGI-Information Management Consultants   

May be used for personal purporses only or by  
libraries associated to dandelon.com network. 



CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

SUSANNE FORMANEK and SEPP LINHART: Problems and Oppor- 
tunities of the Study of Old Age in Asian Cultures . . . . . . . . . . 9 

ANCIENT AND TRADITIONAL SOCIETY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

ALBRECHT WEZLER: Old Age and the Elderly in Ancient and 
Mediaeval India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

OSKAR v. HINÜBER: Old Age and Old Monks in Pali Buddhism 65 

TETSUO YAMAORI: Buddha and Okina (“Aged Man”): The 
Expression of Dying and Maturity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

BERNHARD SCHEID: “An Old Tree in Bloom”: Zeami and the 
Ambivalent Perspectives on Old Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

SUSANNE FORMANEK: Views of the Crone in Pre-Meiji Japan . . 107 

TRANSITIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  131 

DEBORAH S. DAVIS: Inequality and Insecurity among Elderly in 
Contemporary China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 

MELVYN C. GOLDSTEIN and CYNTHIA M. BEALL: Growing Old 
in Tibet - Tradition, Family and Change . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

CHUNGHEE SARAH SOH: The Status of the Elderly in Korean 
Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  177 

YOHKO TSUJI: Continuities and Changes in the Conceptions of 
Old Age in Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  197 



6 Contents 

MODERNSOCIETY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  211 

WATARU KOYANO: Myths and Facts of Aging in Japan 

RICHARD YOUNG and FUKI IKEUCHI: Religion in the “Hateful 
Age”: Reflections on Pokkuri and Other Geriatric Rituals in 
Japan’s Aging Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229 

LENG LENG THANG: Ikigai and Longevity among the Elderly in 
Okinawa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  257 

. . . . . . 213 

THE ELDERLY AND THEIR FAMILIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271 

WEN-HUI TSAI: Oriental Filial Piety and Modern Chinese 
Society in Taiwan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273 

SEPP LINHART: Does Oyakoko still exist in Present-Day 
Japan? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  297 

BRENDA ROBB JENIKE: Home-Based Health Care for the 
Elderly in Japan: A Silent System of Gender and Duty . . . . . . 329 

SUSAN ORPETT LONG and PHYLLIS BRAUDY HARRIS: Caring for 
Bedridden Elderly: Ideals, Realities, and Social Change in 
Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  347 

SUG-IN KWEON: “Süpu no Samenai Kyori”: The Search for an 
Ideal in the Care of the Elderly in Contemporary Japan . . . . . . 369 

CONTRIBUTORS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  383 

INDEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  389 


