Consultant
May be used for personal purporses only or by
libraries associated to dandelon.com network.

OSTERREICHISCHE AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN
PHILOSOPHISCH-HISTORISCHE KLASSE
DENKSCHRIFTEN, 284. BAND

VEROFFENTLICHUNGEN DER NUMISMATISCHEN KOMMISSION

BAND 34

RIKA GYSELEN

Arab-Sasanian Copper Coinage

VERLAG DER OSTERREICHISCHEN AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN
WIEN 2000



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface . 9
Sdected bibliography. ... 11
Introduction . ... 15
Arab-Sasanian copper coinage as ahistorical source ... 15
The Sasanian cultural background .. ... ... 15
Changes in the conception of minting: the evidence provided by the
Arab-Sasanian copper coinage ... 16
Geographical distribution of the mints ... 17
The minting authorities ... . 18
Estimation of the production capacity. ... ... 18
The circulation of copper coinage . ... 19
The archaeological evidence ... 19
Evidence provided by countermarks ... ... 20
The countermarks. ... 20
The Metrology. ... 22
Problems of Interpretation inherent to the copper coinage .......................... .. 24
An outline of the present publication .. ... ... ... ... 26
Chapter I: The monetary prototypes........................................................ 27
1. Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian prototypes.. ... ... 27
1.1. Some historical and related numismatic aspects................ ... 27
12. The prototypes ... . 29
1.2.1. The current Arab-Sasanian silver coinage .............................. ... .. 29
1.2.2. Arab-Sasanian dirhams with abd instead of the basmala .. ....... ... .. 30
1.2.3. Arab-Sasanian dirhams without the basmala in the margin: an
unattested prototype ... ... 30
124. Anonymous Arab-Sasanian dirhams ... . 31
1.2.5. The radiant marginal dirham tyipe of d-Hajg ibn Yusuf ... ... .. . 31
1.2.6. Drachms of Khusro Il with a facing bust and a facing
flamenimbus bust ... 31
1.2.7. The imitations of only one side of the prototype.................... .. . 33
2. Byzantine, Arab-Byzantine and Umayyad figurative prototypes ... . .. 33
2.1. Some historical and numismaticaspects............... ... 33
2.2. The Byzantine prototypes ... ... 35
2.2.1. The imperia bust and theunciadd M. . .. . ... 35
2.2.2. The imperia bust and the cursivem ... .. . . .. ... 36
2.2.3. The imperial bust .. ... . 36
2.2.4. The emperor and his two sons, and theunciad M........... ... .. . 37
2.2.5. The emperor and histwo sons. ... ... 37
2.2.6. Two imperial busts and the cross potent on steps............... ... . 37
2.2.7. The cross potent on steps ... 37
2.2.8. The two imperial busts......................... 38
2.3. Thestanding caliph type ... 38
3. The Umayyad aniconic prototypes . ... 38
3.1. Coins with religious formulaeonly. ... . ... 39
3.2. Coins with mint-nameand date ... 40



ARAB-SASANIAN COPPER COINAGE

Chapter 11: The morphology and the iconography of Arab-Sasanian

copper coinage: tradition and innovation ... ... 41
1. The morphology of thecoinage ................... .. . . . . ... ... 41
1.1. The morphol ogly borrowed from a monetary prototype ............. ... .. 41
1.1.1. The regular coinage of Khusro Il............ ... ... ... .. 41
1.1.2. The regular coinage of Yazdgird Il (first géﬁe) ............................ 43
1.1.3. The regular coinage of Kavad Il and Ardashir Hl.............. . ... ... .. 43
1.1.4. The exceptiona "flame nimbus bust" drachms of Khusro II. . ... ... 43
1.1.5. Late Sasanian gold coinage and the Byzantine tradition ........ ... . . 43
1.1.6. Umayyad aniconic COINAJE . ... .. .. ... 44
1.2. The morphology borrowed from the obverse or from the reverse of a
monetary Prototype .. ... ... ... 44
1.2.1. The obverse of the radiant Ie?end type of d-Hgjg ibn Yusuf . ... . 44
1.2.2. The obverse (and reverse?) of some late Arab- jan dirhams .. .. 44
1.2.3. The reverse of Umayyad reformed coinage ........... ... ... ... . . . ... 45
13. New morphological types. ... ... ... 45
14. The combination of obverse and reverse borrowed from different monetary
morphological prototypes................... . 46
15. The combination of obverse and reverse, one borrowed from a monetary
prototype, the other displaying a new morphologicd type ............ .. .. 48
1.6. Some additional remarks on the outer marginal elements.............. ... . . 49
2. Theiconography of thecoinage.............. ... .. . ... 52
2.1. Coi ngd with at least one face strongly influenced by the Sasanian monetary -
tradition ...
2.1.1. The Sasanian bust / the fire dtar flanked by attendants ...... ... .. 52
2.1.2. The roya facing bust / the flame nimbus bust ............. ... . ... . 54
2.2. Coins with at least one face featuring an Arab-Idamic motif. . ... .. . .. 54
2.3. Cains with at least one face strongly influenced by the Byzantine
monetary tradition ... 54
2.4. Coins with at least one epigraphicface........................ ... ... ... 55
2.5. Coins with a face bearing a motif with no monetary prototype ....... .. .. . 55
3. Themotifs. . . 56
3.0, BUSES . 57
3.1.1. The late Sasanian tradition.................. ... ... .. 57
3.1.2. The Byzantine tradition ... ... ... 60
3.1.3. New types . . 60
3.2. Thefirealtar ... .. 61
3.3. The human figures .. ... ... 62
34. Animas and compositeanimals ... 64
3.5, Symbols. . 66
36. INSCriptions . ... ... 68
Chapter I11: Thelegends. ... . . 69
1. The name of the issuing authority. ............ ... . . 69
1.1. The Sasanian tradition and its transformation in Arab-Sasanian
glver coinage ... ... . 69
1.1.1. Coins issued in the name of Khusro..................................... ... 70
1.1.2. Umayyad Arab-Sasanian dirhams as prototypes .. .................... ... ... 70

- Name + patronymic: 'Ubaydallah ibn Ziyad, d-Hgjg ibn Yusuf,
Khalid ibn ‘Abbad, 'Abd a-Rahman ibn Abi Sabih and

Farroxzad 1 Gusnanosan... ... 71
- ldentification by a single proper name: Farroxzad, Mansur, Daray

Abay, Abzay, Kayan ........ ... 71
- Undeciphered names................... . ... 74

12. The Byzantine, Arab-Byzantine and Umayyad aniconic coinage tradition .... 75



TABLE OF CONTENTS 7

1.3. Names of an issuing authority exclusively attested in the Arab-Sasanian
copper coinage: Gyanbud, ostandar, formula with framud, a-Walid .... 75

2. MiNt-Names ... 77
2.1. The Sasanian tradition and its evolution in Arab-Sasanian dirhams .. ... 77
2.1.1. Traditional Sasanian mints on traditional Sasanian reverses: ART,

BYS, ST, WYHC .. . 78
2.1.2. New mint names in Pahlavi: GWBL, DST'(?), TNBK'(?)....... ... . 79
2.1.3. An old Sasanian mint with its name in Arabic: Sabur............. ... 79
2.2. The Byzantine and Arab-Byzantine tradition ... . . . . . . 80
2.3. The Umayyad aniconic coinage tradition.......................................... 81

2.4. Other ways of indicating the mint name specific to Arab-Sasanian copper
COINAOR . ... . 81

2.4.1. Traditional Sasanian mint abbreviations featuring with non-traditional
iconograpny. ... 81

2.4.2. New mint names written in Pahlavi featuring with non-traditional

Sasanian iconography. ... 82
2.4.3. Mint with its name in Arabic: Zaranj................ ... 83
2.4.4. Old Sasanian mint names written in full together with aformula .= = . . 83
-Mintnameswithravdg . ... 83
- Mint nameswith abestdn ... 84
- Full mint name formulated with dbdd/dzad .................... ... ... . 85
3. DaeS . 86

3.1. Placing of dates in accordance with the Sasanian tradition and system of
dating in an era for which there is evidence in the Arab-Sasanian

slvercoinage ... . 86
3.1.1. Coins dated in the Hijraera.................... .. .. ... 87
3.1.2. The dates on the coins of Darabgird ............. ... ... ... .. . .. ... ... 38
3.1.3. The copper coinage of Tabaristan............. ... ... ... . ... ... 89
3.2. Dates according to the system of Umayyad aniconic coinage................. 90
3.3. Other ways of indicating the date specific to the Arab-Sasanian copper
COINBOC . . . 90
- Date in Arabic without "sanat” ... ... 90
- Date formulated with sd/(?).............. .. . 91
4. Formulae . ... 91
4.1. Pahlavi formulae in the Sasanian tradition................................. ... ... 91
- xvarrah abziid « May xvarrah increase » ... .. .. 91
-abzon « Growth » ... 91
- peroz « VICtOriousS » ... 92
- abd « Excdlent, marvellous, wonderful » ... ... ... ... . . . . 92
4.2. Arabic legends in Arab-Sasanian silver and in aniconic Umayyad
COPPEr COINBOES . .. 92
- bismilldh « In the name of God ».......... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. 92
- bismilldh rabbi alldh « In the name of God, God ismy Lord » .. . .. 92
-basmalaadshahdda. ... 92
- laildh ilia [ldh wahda-hu « There is no God but God, he is
UNIQUE » ] 92
- laildh ilia lldh wahda-hu 1d shank la-hu « Thereis no God but God,
he is unique, he has no companions » ... ... ... .| 93
- muhammad rasul alldh « Muhammad is the Messenger of God » ... .. 93
- amara lldh bi I-wafd' wa I-'adl « God ordered honesty and
Justice » . 93

4.3. Pahlavi and Arabic legends only attested in Arab-Sasanian copper coinage .. 93
4.3.1. Traditional monetary legends with an additional legen
4.3.2. Traditional monetary legends in other locations................... .. .. . 93

- xvarrah abzud « May xvarrah increase» . ..................... ... ... 93



ARAB-SASANIAN COPPER COINAGE

- xvarrah « xvarrah, Glory » . ... 94
- abzud « Increasel » ... ... . 94
-abzon « Growth ». ... 94
-peroz « VICtOriOUS ». ... ... .. . . 94
- abd « Marvellous, wonderful »........... .. . 95
-ravdg « Current » . 95
- nevakin/ nekih « Bliss » . ... .. 96
- bismilldh « Inthename of God »............ ... . ... .. . . .. ... . . ... . . ... 96
- bismilldh / rabbi alldh « In the name of God, God is my Lord » 96
- al-'izzat li-lldh « Theglory isto God »............................... .. 96
- baraka « Benediction » ... 96
-jd'iz « Current, lawful, legal, permitted, alowable » ....... .. ... ... ... 96
4.3.3. Other formulae ... 97
- farroxih « Glory, fortune, bliss »............... ... ... 97
-peroZh « Victory » ... 97
- peroz bavdd « May he be victorious » ..................................... .. 97
-drod « Peace » ... ... 98
- abestdn « Refuge, resort, confidence » .................................... 98
- hubaxtih « Good fortune ».................. . . . . . . 98
-farnlg « Brilliant » ... ... . 98
-pad ndmiyazd « Inthenameof God ».................. . ... . 98
- nasara lldh al-hagqg « That God gives the victory to the Truth » . . 98

- muhammad rasul alldh wa lladhin yatluna ma'a-hu ashiddd' 'ala I-kuffdr
ruhamd' bayna-hum « Muhammad is the Messenger of God, Those
who recite with him are violent to the infidels and compassionate

between them » . ... 98
Conclusions ... .. 99
CATALOGUE
Introduction ... .. 103
Iconographic conspectus of the catalogue . ..................... . ... ... ... 105
Conspectus of the catalogue ... 113
Conspectus of the Annex to the catalogue .......................................... ... 115
I. Identified mints. ... . 117
[I. Unidentified or uncertain mints ... ... ... 155
[11. With find location known and bearing the name of the minting authority. . . . . 160
IV. With find location known ... ... 163
V. Bearing the name of the minting authority. ........... ... ... ... . . ... ... 171
VI. Withnoname ... ... 174
Annex to the catalogue ... .. ... 183
INDEXES
1. Index of inscriptions
A. Index of Pahlavi inscriptions..................... ... ... ... 187
B. Index of Arabic Inscriptions....................... ... 190
2. General index ... 192
3. Index of Arabic inscriptions (mentioned in transcription). .................. ... ... 196

4 Index of excavation coins, coins in public and private collections, and

coins presented in auctions mentioned in the catalogue.............. . ... 198
Some chronological data.............. ... 202
List of illustrations. .. ... . . 203
List of plates . .. . o 203

PLATES



