
Five Hundred Years
A History of South Africa

EDITED BY

C. F. J. MULLER, M.A., D . P H I L . ,

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSOR OF HISTORY,

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA,

PRETORIA

ACADEMICA

PRETORIA CAPE TOWN JOHANNESBURG



Contents

List of Maps j x

Introduction xj

w. j . DE KOCK
1. EXPLORERS AND CIRCUMNAVIGATORS OF THE CAPE I

First movements towards the south. The Portuguese south of the
Equator. Da Gama sails round the Southern Land and reaches India.
The significance of the Cape to the Portuguese. New circumnavigators
and competitors. Regular English and Dutch visitors at the Cape.

A. J. BOESEKEN
2. THE ARRIVAL OF VAN RIEBEECK AT THE CAPE 18

The Cape and the precious return fleets. The first five years. The free
burghers. Dealings with the Hottentots. The last years of Van Rie-
Beeck's stay at the Cape.

A. J. BOESEKEN
3. THE SETTLEMENT UNDER THE VAN DER STELS 35

Free burghers or officials? Simon van der Stel. Wilhem Adriaen van
der Stel.

A. J. BOESEKEN
4. THE LURE OF AFRICA 50

Expeditions of discovery before 1700. The hunter. The cattle farmer.
The trek farmer. Shifting of frontiers.

A. J. BOESEKEN
J. THE COMPANY AND ITS SUBJECTS 63

Development of central and local power. The Governors and the
Council of Policy. Ryk Tulbagh as governor, 1751 - 1771. The Go-
vernors and the border farmers.

C. F. J. MULLER
DOMESTIC STRIFE AND INTERNATIONAL WARFARE 80
1778 - I795
Characteristics of the period. The Cape Patriots. The Company, the
farmers and the indigenous population. Fruitless Company reforms and
the reactions of the burghers. Rebellion at Graaff-Reinet and Swellen-
dam. The first British conquest of the Cape.



M. C. VAN ZYL
7. TRANSITION, 1 7 9 5 - I 8 0 6 IOI

The first British administration, 1795 - 1803. The Batavian period,
1803 - 1806.

C. R. KOTZE

8. A NEW REGIME, 1806 - 1834 117
Great Britain and the Cape Colony. The administration of the Cape.
The Cape Dutch. The British Settlers. The Hottentots. The slaves.
The Blacks.

C. F. J. MULLER

9. THE PERIOD OF THE GREAT T R E K , I 8 3 4 - I 8 5 4 146

What was the Great Trek? Causes. Shaping. The Republic of Natal.
The second Trek. The Conventions grant constitutional recognition.
The significance of the Great Trek.

p. L. SCHOLTZ 1

10. T H E C A P E COLONY, ' 1 8 5 3 - 1 9 0 2 183

Constitutional and political development. Racial policy. Economic
development. Educational, religious and other developments. Con-
clusion.

M. C. VAN ZYL
11. NATAL, 1845 - 1902 ' 214

Pioneer district. The young colony. Progress and responsible govern-
ment. Greater Natal.

M. C. E. VAN SCHOOR
12. THE ORANGE FREE STATE 234

The founding of a republic. Years of endeavour: the establishment
of a civil service. An attempt to unite the two republics. J. H. Brand,
the architect of a model republic. Reawakening of the desire for
Afrikaner unity. M. T. Steyn and the triumph of republicanism.

j . s. DU PLESSIS
13. THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC 256

Recognition of Transvaal independence. Problems of government
and the drafting of a constitution. The term of office of M. W. Pre-
torius. The term of office of T. F. Burgers. Annexation, war and
restoration of independence. The term of office of Paul Kruger: the
Triumvirate. First presidential election. Railway policy and develop-
ment. The discovery of gold andits consequences. The "Uitlander"
problem. The Jameson Raid. The Republic versus Chamberlain and
Milner. Internal affairs. War.



M. C. VAN ZYL

14. S T A T E S A N D C O L O N I E S I N S O U T H A F R I C A , . I 8 5 4 — I 9 0 2 2 9 7

Attempts at closer union, 1854 - 1872. New British interest in the
interior. Carnarvon's federation scheme. The policy of encirclement.
Economic conflicts. Afrikaner nationalism versus British imperialism.

w. j . DE KOCK
15. THE ANGLO-BOER WAR, I 899 - 1902 328

Boer and Briton take up arms. The first months: the war in British
territory. Roberts's advance: ,the turn of the tide. The fall of Pretoria
and after. The War of Movement in full swing. The bitter year of
1901. The last months of the war. The road to peace.

S. B. SPIES
16. RECONSTRUCTION AND U N I F I C A T I O N , 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 1 0 362

'Milnerism' and reconstruction. The Afrikaner revival and the re-
action against imperialism. South African problems and the closer
union movement. The National Convention and the drafting of a
constitution. The South Africa Act. The first Union government.

B. J . LIEBENBERG
17. BOTHA AND SMUTS IN POWER, I 9 I O - 1 9 2 4 , 385

The first_election. Afrikaner strife: Hertzog and Botha. The Natives
Land Act (No. 27 of 1913). Discontent among mineworkers and
Indians. The Rebellion of 1914. From the conquest of S.W.A. to the
treaty of Versailles. Smuts succeeds Botha. Growing criticism of
Smuts.

18. HERTZOG IN POWER, 1 9 2 4 - 1 9 3 9 412
Political groupings, 1924 - 1929. Hertzog's policy of "civilized labour".
Economic development, 1924 - 1929. A Trade Union for non-Whites.
Hertzog and the constitutional status of South Africa. The dispute
over a flag. The Great Depression of 1930 - 1932. From coalition to
fusion. Hertzog and the non-Whites. Afrikaner nationalism 1934 - 1939.
Rifts in the United Party. The break between Hertzog and Smuts.

19. SMUTS IN POWER, I 9 3 9 - I 9 4 8 442
South Africa and the Second World War. Afrikaner strife. Economic
growth. Dissatisfaction amongst the non-Whites. Smuts and the
Indians. Political groupings after the Second World War. The election
of 26 May, 1948.

20. THE NATIONAL PARTY IN POWER, I948 - 1961 466
The National Party: Unity and growth. The opposition: Dissention



and decline. The conflict over the Coloured vote. Apartheid. Black
homelands. Resistance. South Africa and U.N.O. Economic growth.
The triumph of Afrikaner nationalism.

2 1 . T H E R E P U B L I C OF S O U T H A F R I C A , I 9 6 1 - 1 9 7 8 508

From Verwoerd to Vorster. The reactionary onslaught. The break-up
of the United Party. Black homelands. Sport and politics. Black
resistance. White reaction. The Coloureds. Economic development.
The Information scandal.

A. M. DAVEY
ZZ. SOUTH AFRICA AND THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 5 50

The new hinterland. Beyond the Limpopo. South Africa and Southern
Rhodesia. Portuguese neighbours. South Africa and the Protectorates.
South-West Africa - "The Fifth Province." South Africa and the rest of
the African continent.

c . F . j . M U L L E R
23. C O N C L U S I O N : F A C T O R S W H I C H S H A P E D T H E HISTORY OF

SOUTH A F R I C A 5 7 4

C. F . J . MULLER
Appendix
SOUTH AFRICAN MONETARY SYSTEMS. A COMPARATIVE TABLE
WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES 584

Select Bibliography 586
Index 603


