
Faces of Hung 
An Essay on Poverty, Justice 
and Development 

Onora O'Neill 
University of Essex 

London 
ALLEN & UNWIN 
Boston Sydney 

 



Contents 

Preface Page x' 

1 Applied Ethics and Uplifted Politics 1 
1 Hunger Unprecedented 1 
2 Abstraction, Individualism and Applied Ethics 4 
3 Deliberation, Ethics and Politics 7 

2 Distant Poverty and Hunger 9 
1 What Problems, Whose Problems? 9 
2 Famine and Hunger as Natural Disasters 14 
3 Social Structures of Famine and Hunger 19 

3 Standards for Practical Reasoning - 27 
1 Practical Reasoning and Abstraction 27 
2 Reasoning Across Boundaries 30 
3 Agents and Agencies 32 
4 Established and Establishment Views 38 
5 Ethics and Ideology 42 
6 Algorithms and Principles 47 
7 Agency, Perceptions and Principles 49 

4 Reasoning about Results 52 
1 Taking Results Seriously 52 
2 Consequentialist Reasoning in the Abstract 54 
3 Consequentialist Discussions of Famine and Hunger 56 
4 Calculating Benefit: Accuracy and Precision 63 

5 Reckoning the Consequences 71 
1 Abstract and Accessible Consequential Reasoning 71 
2 Utilitarian Deliberation and Social Criticism 78 
3 Instrumental Reasoning and Social Science 84 
4 Value Neutrality and Consciousness Raising 88 
5 Beneficence, and Then Justice 93 

6 The Rights of the Poor 97 
1 Results and Acts 97 
2 Obligation, Right and Rights in the Abstract 99 
3 Justice, and Then Beneficence 100 

vii 



viii Contents 

4 The Human Rights Movement 103 
5 Grasping Rights and Population Problems 106 
6 Grasping Rights and Compensatory Justice 110 
7 Rights to Subsistence 113 
8 Human Rights and Political Change 116 

7 Obligation and Need 121 
1 Categories of Obligation 121 
2 Problems, Principles and Deliberation 125 
3 Principles of Obligation in the Abstract 

and in Context 128 
4 Kantian Maxims, Partial Autonomy and 

Individualism 131 
5 Kantian Maxims and Principles of Obligation 133 
6 Kantian Obligations and Human Finitude 135 
7 Rational and Needy Beings 138 

8 Obligations to the Poor 144 
1 Obligations of Justice, Beneficence and 

Development 144 
2 Hunger and Material Justice 146 
3 Justice and Population Policy 155 
4 Hunger, Help and Development 159 
5 Justice, Beneficence and Politics 162 

References 165 
Index 170 


