Arnold Ruuatel

Estonia:
Future Returned

Dl! Kirjastus Ilo
Tallinn 2003



Contents

Introduction. Europe’s Northern Gateway............cccivvecevcererrenceennnn. 7
. Prologue. A Bit OF HiSTOIY «.cooeeneeeeeee et 15

Chapter One. August 1991

Beginning of the End .........cccovmieeeiimmiiiiii s 20
The Fateful Moment ... 24

Chapter Two. Testing Times -

Under the Soviet BOOt ......cevmiiiiiii e e 31
"The “Thaw” Brings HOPE .....c..oeeeiiiiiiicriee e e 35
Ry =L 1 T 1 o] o TS TP 38
Light at the End of the Tunnel ........c.oooeiien e, 43

Chapter Three. Time of Hope

The ENd of OpPression.... ... 53
Second National Awakening .......ccceeeeverieiiciiee e 60
Freedom Through SONg ... 66
SOVEIEIGNTY ! e e 70

Chapter Four. Reconstruction

Out of the Union ... e 81
Building a Wall of Laws .........ooiiiiiiiiee e 89
Difficulties of Independent Management ...........ccccveeviviiciciinnenn. 95
Communists Contending for Self-Determination RSO 11
Aspiring for National Independence ...........ccccoceviiiieiicciiennenen. 105

Chapter Five. Transition

Towards the Restoration of the Republic of Estonia .................... 137
Baltic Cooperation ....c.c.ooiiciviiioii e 142
Attack ON TOOMPEA ....uuieiiiei s rr e s eseree s 146



Strength in Unity ..o 151

DTG0 T o 4 T - 159
International Acceptance.........ccccvvviiciiii e 166
Will Of the PEOPIE oo 170
Crisis in Need of @ SOIUtION ......cocveeee i, 174
VICEOTY oo et ee et s tessees bbbt eee s s s eneeeseee e eeneneees 179

Chapter Six. Conclusion

YN 0= Y1V e 1 (o PRI 189
QuO vadis, ESTONIA? ..cviveeiiieiitee et 190
A Bit of BIOGraphy ...coooooiiciiiiiie e 200
Comments from ABroad .............oeeee e, 210

Republic (24 August 1997) c....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree e, 227
Brief History of the Estonian Independence Struggle .................. 228
INOTES ... e e et e anan e e aees 230



