
Wagner and Venice

JOHN W. BARKER

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER PRESS



Contents

List of Illustrations ix

Preface xi

Prologue xvi

Part 1: Richard Wagner Absorbs Venice
i

1 The First Encounter 3

2 From Visit to Vacation 22

% From Residence to Mortality 42

4 Venice in Wagner's Eyes . • 60

Part 2: Venice Absorbs Richard Wagner
5 Watching ' 79

6 Mourning 89

7 Remembering: A German for the Germans . 104

8 Remembering: An Italian for the Italians ' 140

Part 3: The "Ring" Comes to Venice
9 Italy, Venice, and "Wagnerism" 171

10 The "Wandering Wagnerians" 176

11 Today the Fenice, Tomorrow All Italy 186

12 Venetian Assessments 209



V l l l i t C O N T E N T S

j

Part 4: Wagner and Venice Amalgamate
13 Memory and Commemoration .243

14 Surviving Significance 259

Epilogue: The Seal of Fiction • . 269

Part 5: Addenda

1. Wagner and Titian's Assumption . 273

2. A Scandal Debunked: Carrie Pringle • 276

3. Life After Wagner • 279

4. Verdi on Wagner's Death and His Music 284

5. Wagner's "Blue Grotto" in Venice and His "Luxury" Addictions • 287

6. What Made Wagner Laugh? i ' 295

7. Diagnoses and Autopsies 298

8. Four Short Accounts of Wagner's Death 302

9. Wagner's Last Words 306

10. Luigi Trevisan 308

11. Angelo Neumann and Wagner's Anti-Semitism 311

1 2. Wagner and America 313

13. The Wandering Wagnerians Beyond Neumann 315

14. Norlenghi on Neumann's Musicians 318

1 ij. Norlenghi's Further Thoughts on Wagner 320

Notes 323

Selected Bibliography 387

Index •391


