
Organizing Enlightenment 
Information Overload and the Invention of the 

Modern Research University 

CHAD WELLMON 

Johns Hopkins University Press 
Baltimore 



CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments ix 

Introduction i 

1 Science as Culture 20 

2 The Fractured Empire of Erudition 45 

3 Encyclopedia from Book to Practice 77 

4 From Bibliography to Ethics 108 

5 Kant's Critical Technology 123 

6 The Enlightenment University and Too Many Books 151 

7 The University in the Age of Print 182 

8 Berlin, Humboldt, and the Research University 210 

9 The Disciplinary Self and the Virtues of the Philologist 234 

Afterword: Too Many Links 262 

Notes 277 

Bibliography 317 

Index 341 


