WHAT IS ANALYTIC
PHILOSOPHY?

HANS-JOHANN CLOCK

Universitat Zurich

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Preface page ix

1 Introduction
1 Why the question matters

2 How the question should be approached

_
AN O A e

3 The structure and content of the book

2 Historical survey 21
1 Prehistory 21
2 First glimmerings: mathematics and logic 26
3 The rebellion against idealism 30
4 The linguistic turn 34
5 Logical constructionism vs conceptual analysis 39
6 The collapse of logical positivism 44
7 The rehabilitation of metaphysics 48
8 From language to mind 52
9 Matters of value 57

3 Geography and language 61

1 Fog over channel — continent cut off! 61
2 Vorsprung durch Logik-. Germanophone roots of analytic philosophy 65
3 British empiricism vs German romanticism 69
4 The Anglo-Austrian axis 73
5 Contemporary failings of geo-linguistic conceptions 80

4 History and historiography 89

1 Historiophobia vs intrinsic historicism 90
2 Instrumental vs weak historicism 97
3 Anachronism vs antiquarianism 103
4 Hermeneutic equity 109
5 Doctrines and topics 115
1 The crusade against metaphysics 117
2 Language, contextualism and anti-psychologism 121

vii



Vil Contents

3 Philosophy and science 134
4 Topical definitions 146
6 Method and style 151
1 Putting analysis back into analytic philosophy 153
2 The scientific spirit 160
3 Making a piecemeal of it " 164
4 'Clarity' is not enough! 168
5 The voice of reason 174
7  Ethics and politics 179
1 Does analytic philosophy shun ethics and political theory? 180
2 Is analytic philosophy morally neutral and conservative? 182
3 Is analytic philosophy progressive and emancipatory? 189
4 The Singer affair 195
5 An antidote to ideology? 200
8 Contested concepts, family resemblances and tradition 204
1 An essentially contested concept? 205
2 Analytic philosophy as a family resemblance concept 212
3 Analytic philosophy as a historical or genetic category 219
4 The contours of the analytic tradition 224
9 Present and future 231
1 Imposters, bunglers and relativists 232
2 ‘What, if anything, is wrong with analytic philosophy? 242
3 Whither analytic philosophy? 255
Bibliography 262

Index 283



