
Better Library 
and Learning Space 
Projects, trends and ideas 

Edited by 
Les Watson 

facet publishing 



Contents 

Case studies viii 

Acknowledgements ix 

Contributors xi 

Introduction - about this book xix 
Les Watson 

PART 1 PROJECTS AND TRENDS 1_ 

Introduction 3 
Les Watson 

1 UK projects and trends 5 
Les Watson and Jan Howden 

2 US projects and trends 21 
Matthew Simon 

3 China projects and trends 37 
Hugh Anderson 

4 Hong Kong projects and trends 49 
Bob Fox and Peter E. Sidorko 

5 European projects and trends 61 
Joyce Sternheim and Rob Bruijnzeels 

6 Australasian projects and trends 75 
Roland Sussex, Peter Tregloan and Phil Long 

Summary to Part 1 90 
Les Watson 



VI BETTER LIBRARY AND LEARNING SPACE 

PART 2 TRENDS AND IDEAS 93 

Introduction 95 
Les Watson 

7 Library space and technology 97 
Les Watson 

8 Library space and learning 109 
Les Watson and Jan Howden 

9 Key ideas on space 117 
Les Watson 

10 Thinking it through 131 
Les Watson 

Summary to Part 2 145 
Les Watson 

PART 3 IDEAS AND FUTURES 147 

Introduction 149 
Les Watson 

11 Beyond space: access is all - or is it? 151 
David Baker 

12 Thinking inside the box 159 
Colin Allan 

13 Nothing has changed/everything has changed - the enduring 
aspects of learning 167 
Hugh Anderson 

14 Books, nooks and MOOCs 175 
Jo Dane 

15 The researcher's view: context is critical 183 
Sheila Corrall and Ray Lester 

16 Libraries in the network society: evolution, revolution, 
extinction? 193 
Chris Batt 

17 Powered by learning: developing models of provision to 
meet the expectations of new generations of students 201 
Graham Bulpitt 

18 The library has left the building 209 
Joyce Sternheim and Rob Bruijnzeels 



CONTENTS VII 

19 Beyond analogue: the learning studio as media-age library 215 
Kyle Dickson 

20 3D libraries for 3D smarting 223 
Jef Staes 

21 Learning landscapes, the library and the University of Lincoln: 
efficiency, effectiveness, expression and experimentation 231 
Mike Neary and Sam Williams 

22 Viral design: learners building better environments together ..241 
Stephen Heppell 

23 The interior designer's view 249 
Val Clugston 

24 Furniture fit for the future - a brief exploration of library and 
learning furniture today and for the coming generation 259 
Paul White 

25 Conclusions 269 
Les Watson 

Index 273 


