THE HONEST

COURTESAN

VERONICA FRANCO

CITIZEN AND WRITER
IN SIXTEENTH-CENTURY

VENICE

Margaret F. Rosenthal

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS
Chicago & London



Contents

FOREWORD by Catharine R. Stimpson vii
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xi
INTRODUCTION 1
1 SATIRIZING THE COURTESAN: FRANCO'S ENEMIES II
2 FASHIONING THE HONEST COURTESAN:
FRANCO'S PATRONS 58
Appendix: Two Testaments and a Tax Report 111
3 ADDRESSING VENICE: FRANCO'S FAMILIARLETTERS 116
4 DENOUNCING THE COURTESAN: FRANCO'S INQUISITION
TRIAL AND POETIC DEBATE 153
Appendix: Documents of the Inquisition 197
5 THE COURTESAN IN EXILE: AN ELEGIAC FUTURE 204
NOTES 257
WORKS CITED 349

INDEX 377

ILLUSTRATIONS FOLLOW PAGE 132



