
The Politics of High-Tech Growth 
Developmental Network States in the 

Global Economy 

Sean O Riain 
National University of Ireland, Maynooth 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



CONTENTS 

List of Tables page ix 
List of Figures xi 
Abbreviations xiii 
Preface xv 

Part I: Development in the Global Information Economy 
i\) Networks of Development: Globalization, High Technology, and 

the Celtic Tiger 3 
State Developmentalisms and Capitalist Globalizations 15 

\3) Explaining the Celtic Tiger 39 

Part II: Software and the Celtic Tiger 
V|> "Location Nation": Remaking Society for Foreign Investment 69 
<3 Indigenous Innovation and the Developmental Network State 90 
6. Making Global and Local 111 
7. The Class Politics of the Global Region 127 

Part III: The Politics of the Developmental Network State 
8. Institutions of the Developmental Network State 143 
9. Politics and Change in Development Regimes 167 

10. Developmental Bureaucratic and Network States in 
Comparative Perspective 193 

11. Futures of the Network State 232 
A. Appendix A: Methodology of the Study 243 

Bibliography 
Index 

247 
265 


