
JARDINE 
MATHESON 

Traders of the 
Far East 

ROBERT BLAKE 

Weidenfeld & Nicolson 
LONDON 



Contents 

Illustrations vii 
Map of Eastern China viii 
Introduction 1 

ONE The China Trade 3  
TWO The Canton System 16 
THREE William Jardine and James Matheson 30 
FOUR The Coastal Trade 42 
FIVE The Napier Fizzle 59 
six The Emperor Intervenes 75 
SEVEN The Opium War 88  
EIGHT Hong Kong and Scotland 108 
NINE The Second Opium War 120 
TEN New Challenges 138 
ELEVEN Japan 154 
TWELVE Modernization 167 
THIRTEEN Railways and Governments 183 
FOURTEEN The Turn of the Century 197 
FIFTEEN Jardines in the Twentieth Century 216 
SIXTEEN War and its Aftermath 238 

Epilogue 254 

Notes 258 
Bibliography 266 
Index 268 


