
r ,
11 1 If"

4

HAMILTON, JEFFERSON, and the

HISTORY ofWHAT WE OWE

Robert E. Wright, Ph.D.

New York Chicago San Francisco Lisbon

London Madrid Mexico City Milan New Delhi

San Juan Seoul Singapore Sydney Toronto



C O N T E N T S

Preface vii

1 A TWINKLE IN T H E EYE: The Importance of
Government Debt i

2 PARENTAGE: European Precedents 17

3 CONCEPTION: Financing Revolution 41

4 GESTATION: The Constitution and the

National Debt . 75

5 BlRTH: Alexander Hamilton's Grand Plan 123

6 Y O U T H A N D M A T U R I T Y : 1 The Public Debt
Grows Up. Then Slims Down 161

7 LIFE: The Life and Times of Federal Bondholders

in Virginia • 187

8 BLESS1NGS: American Economic Growth 237

9 D E A T H A N D R E I N C A R N A T I O N : Jackson's Triumph

and Failure 269

Appendix • 285

Notes' 333

Bibliography . 371

Index 387

About the Author 421


