
NATION-BUILDING IN POST-SOVIET UKRAINE

Educational policy and the response of the Russian-speaking population

ACADEMISCH PROEFSCHREFT

Ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor
aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam
op gezag van de Rector Magnificus

Prof. Dr. J.J.M. Franse
ten overstaan van een door het college voor promoties ingestelde

commissie in het openbaar te verdedigen in de Aula der Universiteit
op woensdag 31 mei 2000, te 12.00

door

Jan Germen Janmaat

geboren te Noordoostpolder



CONTENTS

PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 9

1 INTRODUCTION 11

1.1 UKRAINE'S REGIONAL DISPARITIES: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND POLITICAL

CONSEQUENCES 14

1.2 STATE-MINORITY RELATIONS IN UKRAINE: THE ROLE OF THE STATE 23

1.3 STATE-MINORITY RELATIONS IN UKRAINE: THE RESPONSE OF THE RUSSIANS AND

RUSSIAN-SPEAKING UKRAINIANS 27

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 29

1.5 THE ROLE OF RUSSIA 30

2 STATES AND ETHNIC GROUPS 32

2.1 CONCEFrS AND DEFINITIONS: THEIR APPLICABILITY FOR UKRAINE 32

2.1.1 Nations, ethnic groups and nationalities 32
2.1:2 The Russians and Russian-speaking Ukrainians of Ukraine 34
2.1.3 Nationalism and state nationalism 36
2.1.4 State nationalism in Ukraine 37
2.2 THE RESPONSE OF THE UKRAINIAN STATE TO ETHNIC PLURALISM 37

2.2.1 Consociational democracy 37
2.2.2 Overt majority ethno-nationalism 41
2.3 THE RUSSIAN RESPONSE TO NATION-BUILDING 43

2.3.1 Three options 43
2.3.2 Independent variables 45

3 NATION-BUILDING IN EDUCATION 53

3.1 EDUCATION IN UKRAINE DURING CZARIST AND SOVIET RULE 53

3.2 EDUCATION IN UKRAINE SINCE GLASNOST 58

3.2.1 The Glasnost years 58
3.2.2 The Kravchuk years 64
3.2.3 The Kuchma years 68
3.3 THE MOTIVES OFTHE ARCHITECTS OF UKRAINIAN NATION-BUILDING 69

3.4 CHANGES IN THE STRUCTURE OF EDUCATION 70

3.4.1 Curriculum changes in Ukrainian schools 71
3.4.2 Curriculum changes in Russian schools 74
3.4.3 Curriculum changes in higher education 75
3.5 POSSIBILITIES FOR PRIVATE EDUCATION 76

3.6 AN EXPLANATION OFTHE NATION-BUILDING PROJECT 77

3.7 CONCLUSION 82

4 HISTORY OF UKRAINE, UKRAINIAN LITERATURE AND GEOGRAPHY OF
UKRAINE 85

4.1 HISTORY OF UKRAINE 85

4.1.1 Introduction 85
4.1.2 KyivRus' 89
4.1.3 The Cossack era and Hetman Ivan Mazepa . 91
4.1.4 The awakening of the Ukrainian nation in-the second half of the 19th Century 93
4.1.5 The Bolshevik Revolutionand the ukrainianization of the 1920s 94
4.1.6 The collectivisation of agriculture and the 1930s famine 97
4.1.7 World War II and the role of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) 98
4.1.8 Conclusion 100
4.2 UKRAINIAN LITERATURE 101

5



6.1
6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

THE CITY OFL'VIV

THE CITY OF KYIV

THECITYOFODESA

THE CITY OF DONETS'K

HIGHER EDUCATION

SIMFEROPOL

CONCLUSION

4.2.1 Ukrainian literature in Soviet times
4.2.2 Ukrainian literature in contemporary Ukraine
4.3 GEOGRAPHY OF UKRAINE

4.4 CONCLUSION

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CENTRAL POLICY 108

5.1 THE RUSSIFICATION OF SCHOOLS IN POST-WAR SOVIET UKRAINE 108

5.2 THE UKRAINIANIZATION OF SCHOOLS IN THE POST-GLASNOST ERA 111

5.3 THE UKRAINIANIZATION OFHIGHER EDUCATION 114

5.4 REASONS FOR THE PARTIAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CENTRAL LANGUAGE POLICY 117

5.5 CONCLUSION 119

THE ROLE OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 121

121

124

125

127

128

129

131
i

THE RESPONSE OF THE RUSSIANS AND RUSSIAN-SPEAKING UKRAINIANS 133

7.1 METHOD OF RESEARCH AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 133

7.2 SURVEY RESULTS • 138

7.2.1 School choice 138

7.2.2 The language parents speak to their children 143

7.2.3 The two cohorts 147

7.2.4 Language use of respondent 148

7.2.5 Summary of results 157

7.3 EXPLAINING THE RESULTS 159

7.3.1 Independent variables 159

7.3.2 Fear of cultural loss 162

7.3.3 The influence of other factors 164

7.4 CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS 166

7.4.1 Nationwide societies • 167

7.4.2 Societies in the four cities 167

7.5 LINGUISTIC AND POLITICAL RESPONSE: A ONE OR T W O DIMENSIONAL MODEL? 169

7.6 CONCLUSION 172

CONCLUSION 174

8.1 H O W DOES THE CURRENT NATION-BUILDING PROJECT IN THE EDUCATIONAL SPHERE

COMPARE TO THAT IN SOVIET TIMES? 1 7 4

8.2 H O W CAN THE CURRENT NATION-BUILDING POLICIES BE EXPLAINED? 1 7 6

8.3 TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE EDUCATIONAL AUTHORNTES SUCCEEDED IN IMPLEMENTING THE

NATION-BUILDING PROJECT IN THE VARIOUS REGIONS? 1 7 8

.8.4 W H A T HAS BEEN THE ROLE OF LOCAL STATE ADMINISTRATIONS IN THE NATION-BUILDING

PROGRAM? 181

8.5 HOW DO THE LOCAL RUSSIANS AND RUSSIAN-SPEAKING UKRAINIANS RESPOND

LINGUISTICALLY TO THE CURRENT NATION-BUILDING POLICIES IN EDUCATION? 1 8 1

8 .6 HOW CAN THE PATTERN OF RESPONSES OF THE RUSSIAN-SPEAKING POPULATION BE

EXPLAINED? 1 8 2

8.7 THEORETICAL IMPLICATIONS 184

8.8 FUTURE SCENARIOS 187



REFERENCES 191

SAMENVATTING 201

PE3IOME (SUMMARY IN UKRAINIAN) 208

PE3K)ME (SUMMARY IN RUSSIAN) 215

APPENDIX 1 223

APPENDIX 2 226

APPENDIX 3 229


