
From Alliance to Union
Challenges Facing Gulf 

Cooperation Council States

JOSEPH A. KECHICHIAN

sussex
ACADEMIC

PRESS
Brighton • Chicago • Toronto



Contents

Acknowledgments x
A Note on Transliteration xiii

Introduction l
AN ASSESSMENT OF THE GCC SINCE ITS 1981 INCEPTION 4
The GCC as a Political and Economic Organization 4
The GCC as a Security Organization 6
The Post-2011 Bahrain Confrontation 8
GCC COMMONALITY CHALLENGES 11
Conflicting Perceptions of Iran 11
Border Disputes 12
Military Deficiencies 13

Arms Procurement Problems 14
Training Concerns 15
Strategic Shifts 16

Doctrinal Objections 17
THE IDENTITY OF THE ALLIANCE: “WILL-TO-POWER” 19
METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH 21
Growing Literature on the GCC 22
Research Questions 26
Implications for Policy 28
The Book 28

r .
Bahrain and its Armed Forces 30
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 32
Military Capabilities 34
Demographic Pressures 35
Military Academies and Indigenous Leaders 39
MILITARY CAMPAIGNS 42
War for Kuwait 46
War for Afghanistan 47
War for Iraq 48



vi | Contents

The Post-2011 Uprisings 49
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 50
Training Issues 50
Doctrinal Challenges 50
Strategic Concerns 51
CONCLUSION 52
Western Military Investments 53
GCC Commitments to the Kingdom’s Security 56

Kuwait and its Armed Forces 57
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 58
Limited Military Capabilities 59
Demographic Pressures 63
Military Academies and Leaders 64

‘Ali Al Sabah Military Academy 65
Mubarak 'Abdallah al-Jabir Al Sabah Command and Staff College 66

MILITARY CAMPAIGNS ' 67
War for Kuwait 68
War for Afghanistan 70
War for Iraq 71
The Post-2011 Uprisings 74
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 77
Training Issues 78
Doctrinal Challenges 80
Strategic Concerns 84
CONCLUSION 85

Oman and its Armed Forces 87
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 90
Effective Military Capabilities 93

Royal Army of Oman (RAO) 93
Royal Navy of Oman (RNO) 95
Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) 96

Military Academies and Indigenous Leaders 98
Sultan Qabus Military College 98
Sultan Qabus Naval Academy 98
Sultan Qabus Air Academy 99
Military Technological College 99
Command and Staff College 100
National Defense College 101

MILITARY CAMPAIGNS 101
War for Kuwait 102
War for Afghanistan 103
War for Iraq 105



Contents | vii

The Post-2011 Uprisings 106
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 108
Training Issues 108
Doctrinal Challenges 110
Strategic Concerns 112
CONCLUSION " , - ' 113

4
Qatar and its Armed Forces 115
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 117
Military Capabilities 118

Qatar Amiri Land Forces 119
Qatar Amiri Air Force 121
Qatar Amiri Navy 122

Demographic Pressures 123
Military Academies and Indigenous. Leaders 124

Qatar Leadership Academy - 125
Ahmad bin Muhammad Military College 126
Qatar Air Academy . 126
Jaw ‘an bin Jasim Joint Command and Staff College 126
Strategic Studies Centre ' 127

MILITARY CAMPAIGNS 130
War for Kuwait 131
War for Afghanistan 132
War for Iraq 133
The Post-2011 Uprisings ^ 135
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 138
Training Issues 138
Doctrinal Challenges 140
Strategic Concerns 142
CONCLUSION 144

Sa'udi Arabia and its Armed Forces 146
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 147
Military Capabilities 148

Royal Sa‘udi Land Forces 149
Royal Sa ‘udi Air Force 152
Royal Sa ‘udi Air Defense 155
Royal Sa ‘udi Strategic Missile Force 156
Royal Sa ‘udi Naval Forces 157
The Sa ‘udi Arabian National Guard 158

Military Academies and Indigenous Leaders 160
King‘Abdul‘Aziz Military Academy ' 160
King Fay sal Air Force Academy 161
Command and Staff College 161



viii | Contents

King Fahd Security College 162
King Khalid Military Academy 162

Ruling Family Presence in the Military 163
MILITARY CAMPAIGNS 165
War for Kuwait 167
War for Afghanistan 169
War for Iraq 170
The Post-2011 Uprisings 172
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 174
Training Issues 175
Doctrinal Challenges 176
Strategic Concerns 179
CONCLUSION 181

[0)
The United Arab Emirates and its Armed Forces 183
CREATION OF MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 185
Manpower Dilemma and National Service 186
Military Capabilities 189

The United Arab Emirates Army 189
The United Arab Emirates Navy 190
The United Arab Emirates Coast Guard 191
The United Arab Emirates Air Force 191
The United Arab Emirates Presidential Guard 193

Indigenous Leadership 193
Service Academies 196

National Defence College 197
Khawlah bint al-Azwar Military School 198
Attendance at Western Academies 199

MILITARY CAMPAIGNS 200
W ar for Kuwait 200
War for Afghanistan 202
War for Iraq 202
The Post-2011 Uprisings 204
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES AND CHALLENGES 205
Training Issues 206
Doctrinal Challenges 208
Strategic Concerns -210
CONCLUSION 214

1
From Alliance to Union 216
ASSESSMENT OF THE ALLIANCE’S RESPONSE TO MILITARY THREATS 218 
Regional Confrontations and the Sunni-Shi‘ah Struggle for Power 220

Indirect Confrontations with Iraq 223
Indirect Confrontations with Iran 225



Contents | ix

The War for Syria 227
The Commitment to Lebanon 228
The Post-2011 GCC Military Commitment to Bahrain 230
The War in the Yemen 232

Arab-Persian Competition for Authority and GCC States’ Responses 233
MILITARY DOCTRINE IN GCC STATES 235
Bilateral and Multilateral Doctrinal Understandings of the Alliance 237
Differences between Civilian Leaders and Military Officers 238
The Potential for “Coup d’etats” 239
POTENTIAL U.S.-GCC COOPERATION 241
Potential Value of the GCC as a Regional Military Alliance 242
Bilateral Arms Sales and Economic Consequences 245
Joint Warfare Plans, Exercises, and Common Political Goals 246
CONCLUSION: FROM COALITIONS OF THE WILLING TO 248
COALITIONS OF NECESSITY

Conclusion: Civil-Military Relations in the Gulf Region 250
Aftermath of the Post-2011 Arab Spring 252
Challenges to Conservative Arab Gulf Monarchies 254

Bahrain and the GCC Union 254
Kuwait and the GCC Union 255
Oman and the GCC Union 256
Qatar and the GCC Union 257
Sa‘udi Arabia and the GCC Union 259
The UAE and the GCC Union t 260

Self-Reliance on GCC Militaries / 261
Regime Stability and GCC Union 0 263

Notes 266
Bibliography 318
Index 335
About the Author 346


