
THE UNHEARD
 TRUTH POVERTY AND
 HUMAN RIGHTS

Irene Khan
with

David Petrasek

Foreword by Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations (1997-2006)

President, Kofi Annan Foundation

W. W. NORTON & COMPANY
NEW YORK • LONDON



CONTENTS

FOREWORD KOFI ANNAN IX

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS XI

ABBREVIATIONS XIV

ONE THE WORLD'S WORST HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS 1

TWO FREEDOM AND ITS CRITICS - WHY 'VOICE' MATTERS 23

THREE FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION - ENDING EXCLUSION 47

FOUR LIVING IN FEAR-SECURING RIGHTS 73

FIVE POVERTY TRAPPED 101

SIX NEEDLESS DEATHS - THE RIGHT TO SAFE MOTHERHOOD 123

SEVEN THE GLOBAL SLUM-WINNING THE RIGHT TO THE CITY 147

EIGHT COMMODITIES BOOM, RIGHTS BUST 171

NINE CLAIMING RIGHTS - LEGAL EMPOWERMENT TO END POVERTY 201

TEN FROM ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO ACTION - A CAMPAIGN FOR

THE RIGHTS OF POOR PEOPLE 223

ENDNOTES 232

INDEX 242


