
Culture, Institutions, and
Development
New insights into an old debate

Edited by Jean-Philippe Platteau and
Robert Peccoud

Routledge
Taylor &. Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

Notes on contributors xiii
Acknowledgements xvii

PARTI
Overview of issues 1

1 The role of culture in development: an overview 3
J E A N - P H I L I P P E P L A T T E A U

2 Culture and development: the continuing tension between
modern standards and local contexts 20
HELA YOUSFI

3 Culture and development: do social struggles make a difference? 65
JEAN-FRANCOIS BAYART

PART II
Religion, family and ethnicity 85

4 Economic underdevelopment in the Middle East: the historical
roles of culture, institutions and religion 87
TIMUR KURAN

Comments on Timur Kuran's chapter 103
MONA MAKRAM-EBEID

5 Family and kinship ties in development: an economist's perspective 107
ELIANA LA FERRARA



xii Contents

6 The demand for disadvantage 125
ROHINI SOMANATHAN —^

PART III
Culture and entrepreneurship 141

7 Markets and the diffusion of institutional innovations 143
MARCEL FAFCHAMPS

8 Culture, management and development 160
PHILIPPE D'IRIBARNE

9 The invention of traditions and entrepreneurship: a critical
perspective 171

JEAN-PIERRE WARNIER

PART IV

Culture and poverty reduction 193

10 Culture matters for poverty, but not because of a culture of
poverty: notes on analytics and policy 195
MICHAEL WALTON

Comments on Michael Walton's chapter 234
STUTI K.HEMANI

Comments on Michael Walton's chapter 239
STEPHANIE MAHIEU

PART V
Conclusion 245

11 Revisiting the role of culture 247
JEAN-PHILIPPE PLATTEAU AND ROBERT PECCOUD

Index 259


