
VICTORIAN LITERATURE 
AND THE ANOREXIC BODY 

ANNA KRUGOVOY SILVER 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

Acknowledgments page x 

Introduction i 

1 Waisted women: reading Victorian slenderness 25 

2 Appetite in Victorian children's literature 51 

3 Hunger' and repression in Shirley and Villette 81 

4 Vampirism and the anorexic paradigm 116 

5 Christina Rossetti's sacred hunger 136 

Conclusion: the politics of thinness 171 
I 

Notes 179 
Bibliography 203 
Index 217 

IX 


