
Constructions of reason 
Explorations of Kant's practical philosophy 

ONORA O'NEILL 
University of Essex 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

Preface page ix 
List of abbreviations xii 

Part I: Reason and critique 

1 Reason and politics in the Kantian enterprise 3 
2 The public use of reason 28 
3 Reason and autonomy in Grundlegung III 51 
4 Action, anthropology and autonomy 66 

Part II: Maxims and obligations 

5 Consistency in action 81 
6 Between consenting adults 105 
7 Universal laws and ends-in-themselves 126 
8 Kant after virtue 145 

Part III: Kant's ethics and Kantian ethics 

9 The power of example 165 
10 Children's rights and children's lives 187 
11 Constructivisms in ethics 206 
12 The great maxims of justice and charity 219 

References 235 
Index ' 243 

vu 


