Political Thinkers

From Socrates to the Present

Edited by
David Boucher and Paul Kdly

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



Detailed contents

PARTI

Introduction

Introduction

The study of political thought
Political thinkers: an overview
Perennial problems

What is a classic text?

ThePolis

The Sophists

Introduction: the Sophists and their significance

Protagoras and the politics of the community: the indispensability of justice
Thrasymachus and the politics of the individual: the disadvantage of justice
Antiphon and further doubts about justice

Conclusion: the Sophists and Plato

Socrates

Who is Socrates? .
Socratic paradoxes and the elenchus

The trial of Socrates

Reconciliation and political philosophy

Socrates and Athenian democracy

Plato

An overview of the Republic
Forms and the good-itself

The structure of the kallipolis
Specialization

The lies of the rulers

Private life and private property
Invalids, infants, slaves
Censorship of the arts

Freedom and autonomy

Aristotle

Aristotle's view of human nature
The Nicomachean Ethics .
The Politics

" Aristotle and contemporary political theory

O N b

16

23

24
26
30
33
36

40

41
44
46
49
51

54

56
58
61
62
63
65
66
68
70

73
76
JJ

81
88



viii

Detailed Contents

PART I

PART 11

10

11

The two kingdoms

St Augustine 95
Introduction: Augustine and political theory 97
The self 98
Social life 101
War and peace 104
Conclusion 106
Aquinas 108
Introduction 110
The natural and supernatural orders 112
Theory of law 113
Theory of government 115
The case of tyranny "9
Temporal and spiritual power 120
Just war theory 121
Conclusion 122
Marsiglio of Padua

Introduction 125
The Defender of Peace 126
Principles of secular theory 129
Ecclesiology 133
Later writings on empire and church 1
Machiavelli 139
The many faces of Machiavelli 141
Setting the context 144
Hostility to metaphysics 147
Empirical method 150
Political realism 153
Conclusion 157
The rationalist Enlightenment

Hobbes 163
Introduction 164
Three treatises 167
Solipsism and egoism 170
Contractarianism 172
Agency and authorization 173
The non-resistance compact between subjects 174
De facto authority 176
Locke 181

Introduction: Locke as a liberal theorist
Locke's use of the social contract idea

B



Detailed Contents  1X

Foundations: equality and natural law 188
Property, economy, and disagreement 190
Limited government, toleration, and the rule of law 192
Conclusion: Locke's legacy 196
12 Hume 198
Introduction 200
Experience and knowledge 201
Facts and values . - . 203
Moral judgement 204
Natural and artificial virtues 205
Justice and conventions .. 206
Property and justice 207
Government 209
Was Hume a utilitarian? 213
Hume's enduring legacy 214
13 Montesguieu 217
Introduction: Montesquieu as a critic of despotism 219
Early writings 221
The separation of powers - 222
Law and the concept of general spirits 224
The theory of the three forms of government 226
Politics and history 228
Political liberty: the liberty of the citizen' 230
Conclusion 232
14 Rousseau 235
Introduction . 238
Totalitarian, liberal, or republican? 239
Rousseau's state of nature . 240
Rousseau's criticisms of Hobbes 240
Natural law and natural rights 244
The problem of freedom 246
Freedom and dependence 249
15 The Federalist Papers 253
Introduction: context and background 255
Arguments about 'republican' government 257
Arguments about size and extent 258
'Republic' redefined 260
Competing conceptions of representation 260
Virtue versus corruption 264
Standing army versus citizen militia 265 '
Missing: a bill of rights 266
Conclusion 267
16 Wollstonecr aft 270
Introduction 271

\ Nature, sentiment, and reason 273



X Detailed Contents

PART

17

18

19

20

iv

21

22

23

Men's rights and women's freedom
Private virtue and public order
Lovers, parents, and citizens
Wollstonecraft and democracy

Tocqueville

The appeal of Tocqueville
Sustaining civic cultures: American lessons

Creating freedom in history's shadow: French lessons

Democracy's need for stabilizing beliefs

Bentham

Psychological hedonism
Obligations and rules
Sovereigntyand law
Representative democracy
Bentham and liberalism

J. S, Mill on liberty

The philosophy of swine
Utilitarian liberalism
The illiberal liberal
Conclusion

J. S. Mill on the Subjection of Women

Introduction

Intellectual and political context

The Subjection of Women

Mill's significance to contemporary feminists
Concluding thoughts

The counter-Enlightenment

Burke

Interpretations of Burke
Sovereignty and constitutionalism
Political obligation

The community of states
Colonialism

Hegel

Introduction

Freedom

Spirit and dialectic
From property to state
Hegel's significance

The early Marx >
Introduction \

276
279
281
283

288

290
290
297
301

307

309
312
315
318
321

324

327
330
334
341

343

345
346
348
355
357

363

365
372
375
376
379

383

386
387
391
395
401

404
405



24

25

PART v

26

27

28

1

Human essence and its alienation
The critique of the modern state
The communist alternative
Conclusion

Marx and Engels

Introduction

The Manifesto of the Communist Party
Ideology

The critique of political economy

'Use value' and 'exchange value'
The'fetishism of commodities'

'Forces' and 'relations' of'production
History

Revolutionary politics and the state
Engels's contribution to Marxism

Nietzsche

Introduction: God is dead and we have killed him

The genealogical approach-
Good and bad; good and evil

The victory of slave morality: bad conscience
The ascetic ideal and the Nihilism of modern secularism

Detailed Contents Xl

407
411
414
416

419

421
422
423
424
426
427
428
430
432
433

436

438
441
443
445
448

The revaluation of values and the politics of difference: the friend and the enemy 451

The twentieth century: four approaches

Oakeshott

Introduction

Philosophical idealism as the background theory

Interpretations of Oakeshott
Theory and practice

The rationalist in politics
Modes of association
Politics and law

Conclusion

Habermas

Early writings (prior to The Theory of Communicative Action)

The Theory of Communicative Action

Between Facts and Norms and later political essays

Rawls

Introduction
The first principle: equal basic liberties

The second principle: distributive economic justice

The original position

\ Some problems in A Theory of Justice

459

461
461
463
466
467
470
476
478

480

482
483
485

496

499
500
501
503
506



xii  Detailed Contents

Index

29

Rawls's new theory
Overlapping consensus
The law of peoples

Foucault

Introduction: critique of the present
History of systems of thought

Power and freedom
Governmentality

Subjectivity and ethics

Conclusion

507
508
511

516

518
520
524
526
529
531

537



