
Preserving Power Through
Coalitions

Comparing the Grand Strategy of Great Britain
and the United States

MARIA SAMPANIS

Westport, Connecticut
London



Contents

Illustrations vii

Preface ix

PART I: THE ARGUMENT 1

1: Introduction 3

2: The Vertical Coalition, or, the Fourth Variant 13

PART II: GREAT BRITAIN 21

3: Great Britain: A Hegemon in Decline 23

4: Great Britain: Before World War I 43

5: Great Britain: After World War I 57

PART III: THE UNITED STATES 77

6: United States: A Hegemon in Decline 79

7: United States: Trade 95

8: United States: Finance 121



vi Contents

Conclusion 139

Select Bibliography 143

Index 153


