
THROUGH

Green-Colored

Eroironmentalism
Reconsidered

WILFRED BECKERMAN

OTD
INSTITUTE
Washington, D.C.



Contents

PREFACE TO U.S. EDITION ix

PREFACE XV

INTRODUCTION 1

PART I THE CHOICE OF PRIORITIES

1. Whose Growth? Whose Environment? 13
2. Poverty and the Environment in the Third

World " 25
3. Income Levels and the Environment 41
4. The Problem of Finite Resources, or How

We Managed without Beckermonium 55
5. Biodiversity and the Extinction of Species 75
6. Global Warming and Scientific Uncertainty 9.1
7. Global Warming and the "Precautionary

Principle" 103

PART II GROWTH, WELFARE, AND SUSTAINABILITY

8. Growth and Welfare: Must They Conflict? 123
9. The "Sustainable Development" Alternative 143

10. Why Do Anything for Posterity? 161
11. Is Discounting the Future "Unfair" to Future

Generations? 177

CONCLUSIONS: TOWARD A BALANCED DEBATE 197

NOTES 201

BIBLIOGRAPHY 217

INDEX 225


