
Challenging Institutional
Analysis and Development
The Bloomington School

Paul Dragos Aligica and
Peter J. Boettke

O Routledge
g ^ ^ Taylor & Francis Group

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

Acknowledgements vii

Introduction 1

PART I *
From metropolitan reform to a theory of governance systems: the
origins and main themes of the Bloomington research program 5

1 Political economy, polycentricity and the metropolitan reform debate 7

2 Crossing the great divide: The nature of public economies 30

PART II
The "human condition" and the foundations of social
order: elements of a social philosophy of institutionalism 53

3 Knowledge and institutions: developing a social philosophy of
institutional order and change 5 5

4 Ideas, language and meaning: an unorthodox approach to
institutional order and institutional analysis 76

PART III
The Bloomington School in its intellectual context: a family
of themes and schools of thought 99

5 Competing disciplines, methodological divides and emerging research
agendas: the Bloomington School in its interdisciplinary setting 101

6 Public policy analysis, Public Choice and the old "new science of
politics" 116



vi Contents

Conclusions: a science of association, a science of citizenship,
a science of liberty ' 137

Postscript: rethinking institutional analysis and development.
Dialogues with Vincent and Elinor Ostrom 142

Bibliography 160
Index 167


