
Envy in Politics

GWYNETH H. McCLENDON

Princeton University Press
Princeton & Oxford



CONTENTS

LIST OF FIGURES vii 

LIST OF TABLES ix 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xi

One Introduction: Status Concerns and Political Behavior 1

TWO Applications 42
Preferences over Redistribution 45 
Government Underspending 77 
Mobilization of Collective Action 108

Three Elaborations on the Main Arguments 141

FOUR Conclusion 172

TECHNICAL NOTES 187

BIBLIOGRAPHY 203

INDEX 225



CONTENTS

LIST OF FIGURES vii 

LIST OF TABLES ix 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xi

ONE Introduction: Status Concerns and Political Behavior 1

Two Applications 42
Preferences over Redistribution 45 
Government Underspending 77 
Mobilization of Collective Action 108

THREE Elaborations on the Main Arguments 141

FOUR Conclusion 172

TECHNICAL NOTES 187

BIBLIOGRAPHY 203

INDEX 225



FIGURES

2.1 Puzzling Preferences over Redistribution: Illustrations 49

2.2 Violin Plot of Local Relative Position v. Perceived National 
Position (South Africa) 56

2.3 Violin Plot of Local Relative Position v. Perceived National
\

Position (United States) 57

2.4 Economic Reference Groups in South Africa 66

2.5 Level of Attachment to Neighbors in Rural v. Urban Areas 
(South Africa) 75

2.6 Variation to Be Explained in South African Municipal 
Underspending 80

3.1 Perceived Levels of Corruption among Elected Leaders 149

3.2 Optimism about Living Conditions over Next Year, Black 
Respondents 154



TABLES

2.1 Change in Predicted Probability of Supporting 
Redistribution 60

2.2 Estimated Change in Predicted Probability of Dissatisfaction 
with Inequality for Different Categories of Respondents in 
South Africa 63

2.3 Estimated Change in Predicted Probability of Strongly 
Supporting Government-Led Redistribution for Different 
Categories of Respondents in the United States 63

2.4 Change in Predicted Probability of Strongly Agreeing That 
Inequality Is Too High and Government Should Do More, 
Using Subjective Relative Position (South Africa) 68

2.5 Change in Predicted Probability of Strongly Agreeing 
Government Should Do More Using Two Categorical 
Values of Relative Position, by Who Engages in Local 
Comparisons 70

2.6 Heterogeneous Effects of Local Relative Position in Rural v. 
Urban Areas 73

2.7 Heterogeneous Effects of Local Relative Position on View 
That Incomes Are Too Unequal, Depending on Strength of 
Social Ties 75

2.8 Relationship between Changes in Black Income Inequality 
and Municipal Budget Spending 92



x Tables

2.9 Relationship between Changes in Black Income Inequality 
and Roads Spending 95

2.10 Variation across Case Study Municipalities 99

2.11 Differences in Rates of Intended and Actual 
Participation 121

2.12 Effect of Closely Reading Admiration Emails on 
Participation 123

2.13 Differences in Rates of Reported Participation 124

2.14 Differences in Mean Rates of Choosing a Reason for 
Participation Behavior 127

2.15 Assurance Game for Participation 136

3.1 Stylized Choices Involving Inequity Aversion, Altruism, 
and Status Concerns 143

3.2 (Lack of) Heterogeneous Effects of Relative Local Position on 
Wanting More Progressive National Tax System, by Children 
at Home 158

3.3 (Lack of) Heterogeneous Effects of Relative Local Position on 
Support for Redistribution, by Lives in Same State 161

3.4 Relationship between Percent Change in Black Income 
Inequality and Municipal Budget Spending, Controlling 
for % Population Moved in during Last Five Years 163

E.l Variables from Afrobarometer 2002 189

E.2 Variables from SASAS 2005 193

E.3 Variables from GSS 2006 197


