
Successful Entrepreneurship
Confronting Economic Theory with Empirical
Practice

C. Mirjam van Praag
Associate Professor of the Economics of Organization,

- Department of Economics, University of Amsterdam, The
; Netherlands

Edward Elgar
Cheltenham, UK • Northampton, MA, USA

 
 

  
© 2008 AGI-Information Management Consultants   

May be used for personal purporses only or by  
libraries associated to dandelon.com network. 



Contents

List of figures vi
List of tables vii
Acknowledgements viii

PART I INTRODUCTION

1 Introduction: successful entrepreneurship 3
2 Some classic views on entrepreneurship 11

PART II ENTREPRENEURSHIP SELECTION/VENTURE
START-UPS

3 Willingness and opportunity to start up as an entrepreneur 37
4 Risk aversion and the choice for entrepreneurship 59

PART III ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUCCESS/VENTURE
PERFORMANCE

5 Entrepreneurship selection and labour demand 71
6 Survival and success of entrepreneurs 89

PART IV ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUCCESS/VENTURE
PERFORMANCE: HUMAN AND FINANCIAL
CAPITAL

7 Human capital 115

8 Financial capital 130

PART V CONCLUSIONS

9 Summary, conclusions and policy recommendations 147

Bibliography 169
Index 177


