
The Holy Roman Empire
1495-1806

EDITED BY

R.J. W.EVANS
MICHAEL SCHAICH

AND

PETER H. WILSON

GERMAN HISTORICAL INSTITUTE LONDON

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

1. Introduction i
PETER H. WILSON AND MICHAEL SCHAICH

Part I. The Const i tut ional History of the Empire

2. The Old Reich: A Federation or Hierarchical System? 27
K A R L O T M A R V O N A R E T I N

3. The Old Reich: The State and Nation of the Germans 43
G E O R G S C H M I D T

4. The Role of the Imperial Aulic Council in the
Constitutional Structure of the Holy Roman Empire 63
L E O P O L D A U E R

5. Does the Holy Roman Empire Need a New
Institutional History? 77
SlEGRID WESTPHAL

6. The Thirty Years War as the Empire's Constitutional
Crisis 95
P E T E R H. W I L S O N

7. The Permanent Imperial Diet in European Context,
1663-1806 115
K A R L H A R T E R

Part II. The Religious History of the Empire

8. The Imperial Cities and the Politics of Reformation 139
C. S C O T T D I X O N

9. Religious War and Religious Peace in the Age of
Reformation 165
FRANZ BRENDLE AND A N T O N SCHINDLING



X CONTENTS

10. The Triumph of Unity over Dualism: Saxony and the
Imperial Elections 1559-1619 183
D O M I N I C P H E L P S

11. Re-Catholicization in the Empire: Strategies,
Problems, Consequences 203
T R E V O R J O H N S O N

12. Catholic Culture and Rural Society 223
MARC R. FORSTER

III. The Social and Cultural History of the Empire

13. Is There a Social History of the Holy Roman Empire? 245
SUSAN C. KARANT-NUNN

14. German Aristocracies and Social Discipline: Noble
Hierarchies, the State, and the Law in
Sixteenth-Century Bavaria 263
CHRISTIAN WIELAND

15. The Formation of the Imperial Knighthood in
Franconia: A Comparative European Perspective 283
HlLLAY ZMORA

16. A German Nation? National and Confessional
Identities before the Thirty Years War 303

J O A C H I M WHALEY

17. The 'Historical Consciousness' of the Holy Roman
Empire of the German Nation (Sixteenth to
Eighteenth Century) 323
MARKUS VOLKEL

18. Core and Periphery: The Holy Roman Empire as a
Communication(s) Universe 347
WOLFGANG BEHRINGER



C O N T E N T S XI

19. On the Function of Rituals in the Holy Roman
Empire 359
BARBARA STOLLBERG-RILINGER

Notes on Contributors and Editors 375

Index 381


