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INTRODUCTION

Motives

Between Two Books

In the Light of the Images

CHAPTER I

Zenithal Light: the Autonomy
of Interior Space

1. Windows and facades

Interiors indifferent to their exterior
2. Light descending a staircase
Cave light

Well light

Oculi, drains and rims

3. With zenithal light, the roof

is the facade

CHAPTER 1I:
Zenithal Light: Space and Form

1. Cones, pyramids, cylinders and spheres
Cones

Decapitated pyramids
Prisms

Inscribed prisms
Cylinders

Inscribed cylinders

Spirals

Semi spheres on cylinders
Spheres, polyhedrons

2. Bottles and vessels
Vessels within vessels

3. Lampshades

CHAPTER Iit:

Yearning for the Firmament

1. Under the light of the stars

On how the Arabs bathed

On stars again

Roofs of heavenly bodies

Traces of heavenly bodies

Stars on the plane

For roofs of stars

Opaque ceilings, light of stars

Queens of the Night: The Magic Flute
Constellations

In the open air at night

Evoking the stars

2. The sun

The Pantheon as a mode! of the sun
Oculus rays: protagonists of the domes
Weightless rays

Sun over nebulae and fireworks

Sun flakes. Interwoven rays

3. Daylight skies

Through Romantic ruins

Domes with a floating sun

Skies painted blue with clouds, birds and branches
4. Paradise on the ceiling

Heavenly domes

Fragments of architecture painted on Heaven
Paintings of Architecture and Heaven

CHAPTER IV:
Its Corporeal Manifestations

1. Rays and cones

Zenithal light, heavenly light

Scratching the walls with zenithal light

2. Light stains, Sun dyes

3. 1t rains light

4. Forms of the sun

Halos, aureoles, crowns, tonsures, skullcaps
and Hosts
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5. Luminous screens
Zenithal shades

Tingers of light

Sails

Light within water or glass
Carpets of light

6. Wrappings of light
Hanging bodies of light
Packed light

7. Walled light, sculpted light
Truncated cones

Light caves

Light chambers

CHAPTER V:

Stagings

1. Zenithal floodlights and scenes of
interior architecture

2. Vertical breachings

Double and triple light vaults

3. Museums: stage sets for objects

4. Scenes of zenithal light in paintings,
sculptures and altars

CHAPTER VL.

The Skylighters Surgical Instruments:
cuttings, trimmings, puncturings, breachings,
ducts, diving helmets, hoods, lanterns...

1. Piercings, puncturings and cuttings

2. Cuttings and trimmings

In domes

Strokes of the saw

Cutting slabs

Interior cleftsp

Circular cuttings
Assorted cuttings .

<
Cuttings for windows that hesitate between ™

walls and roofs

3. Glass bodies on the roof

Laid upon or inlaid

Glass urns

Pyramids

Assorted glass objects

4. Ducts

Pipes as chimneys

Protagonist ducts

When ducts dive into interiors

Interior hoods

5. Chimneys, collectors, snorkels and
diving helmets

Chimney exteriors

Towers for capturing the wind

Hoods and diving helmets

Sun ducts

6. Buildings on the roof, or so they seem
7. Lanterns and lantern domes

Light towers

Protecting the oculus: lanterns

The domes of the Pantheon and St Peter’s
as universal models

Lantern domes on the facade

High domes: sometimes, mere spectacle
Wrapped domes: only lanterns emerge
Lanterns: they come in every possible style
Lanterns as buildings. Guarino Guarini
Special cases

Cone lanterns
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Through the Structure’s Interstices
1. Superjoints

Slivers

Between bodies

Detached slabs, hanging roofs

168
170

172

174

176

178
182

184
186

188

190

192

194
198

200
204
206
208
210

212-239

214
218

220
222

224
226

230

240-257

242
244

246

252

254

256-257

258-275

262
263
265
276-277

278-290

Between modules

2. Overlapping roofs

Stairs of light

...of concentric rings

Overlapping folds

Shells, scales

3. Between supports: grids, basketry
Drop curtains?

Large spans

Eliminatig fragments of roof between beams
Against the wall

Cracks against the wall

Same shape, different material
Between grids

Shades between grids

Laced light

Dotted light

Triangular light roofs

Triangles and three-dimensional rhombuses
Mantillas

Between branches and leaves

Domes

Belfries

Woven baskets

4. Raised roofs

Domes bitten by light

Light pressure: roofs floating on light
Horizontal light crevices: radiant roofs
5. Lifting fragments of the roof
Waves and saws

Lifted and crossed

Beaks and swellings

Simple superimpositions

CHAPTER Vil

Zenithal Light Conquers Large Expanses
1. Modules with zenithal light

2. Vessels, suns and moons

Forests of sunshades

3. Light injections for intense darkness

4. Light wells in the centre of buildings

5. Alternating solids and voids

6. Adjoining linear roofs

Continuous materials

Large expanses

7. Vertical and horizontal growth
Juxtaposing various bodies with zenithal light
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Zenithal Light and the City

1. The top floor

2. Exterior spaces as interiors because
of zenithal light

3. Cases in which...

Exterior spaces that seem interior

4. Sventramenti

5. Zenithal city buildings
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