
Dieter Rucht (Editor)

Research on Social
Movements
The State of the Art in Western Europe
and the USA

Campus Verlag • Frankfurt am Main
Westview Press • Boulder, Colorado



Table of Contents

List of Contributors 7

Preface
Dieter Rucht 9

Part I. Basic Approaches

New Social Movements and Resource Mobilization:
The European and the American Approach Revisited
Bert Klandermans 17

Part II. The State of the Art in Selected Countries

Social Movement Research and Social Movement Practice:
The U.S. Pattern
Margit Mayer 47

Social Movements and the Social Sciences in Britain
Wolfgang Rudig, James Mitchell, Jenny Chapman,
and Philip D.Lowe 121

The Growth of an Autonomous Research Field:
Social Movement Studies in Italy
Mario Diani and Alberto Melucci :.... 149

The Study of Social Movements in Western Germany:
Between Activism and Social Science
Dieter Rucht 175



6 Table of Contents

Switzerland: A Marginal Field of Research
in an Underdeveloped Social Science Community
Hanspeter Kriesi 203

The Study of Social Movements in Austria
Anton Pelinka 230

Research on Social Movements in Sweden
Ron Eyerman and Andrew Jamison 247

Research on Social Movements in Denmark
Peter Gundelach 262

The Netherlands: Action and Protest in a Depillarized Society
Philip van Praag, Jr 295

Part III. Debates and Perspectives

Resource Mobilization Theory: A Critique
Herbert Kitschelt 323

The Continuing Vitality of Resource Mobilization Theory:
Response to Herbert Kitschelt's Critique
Mayer N.Zald 348

Sociological Theory as a Theory of Social Movements?
A Critique of Alain Touraine
Dieter Rucht 355

Commentary on Dieter Rucht's Critique
Alain Touraine 385

Comparing Social Movement Participation
in Western Europe and the United States:
Problems, Uses, and a Proposal for Synthesis
Sidney Tarrow 392

The Analysis of Social Movements:
The State of the Art and Some Perspectives for Further Research
Friedhelm Neidhardt and Dieter Rucht 421


