
WORLD BANK TECHNICAL PAPER NO. 438

Europe and Central Asia Poverty Reduction and Economic
Management Series

Economic Research
on the Determinants
of Immigration
Lessons for the European Union

George J. Borjas

The World Bank
Washington, D.C.

VB TU Darmstadt

111
51639480



Contents

Foreword v
Acknowledgments vii
Executive Summary 1

1. The Migration Decision: A Review of the Theory 2

The Link between Immigration and Trade 7

2. Evidence from the United States 8

3. The Economic Impact of Immigration 12

4. Implications for the European Union 16

Implications of Research on Immigration 18

Additional Implications 22

5. Conclusion 23

Notes 24

References 25
s

Graphs

Figure 1 Trends in California's Population, 1950-1998 15

Tables

Table 1 Emigration Rate to the United States from Selected Countries, 1970-90 9
Table 2 The Impact of Immigration on the Wage of Native Workers in the United

I States i 13
Table 3 Economic Characteristics of Selected Countries in the European Union and in

Central and Eastern Europe, 1996 24

\

in


