
THE
EAST GERMAN
ECONOMY

Edited by
Ian Jeffries and Manfred Melzer

Advisory Editor
Eleonore Breuning

Translations by
Eleonore Breuning and Ian Jeffries

CROOM HELM
London • New York • Sydney



Contents

List of Figures
List of Tables
Acknowledgements

1. The GDR in Historical and International
Perspective
Ian Jeffries 1

2. Command Planning and the Production Unit
Ian Jeffries and Manfred Melzer 12

3. The New Economic System of Planning and
Management 1963-70 and Recentralisation
in the 1970s
Ian Jeffries and Manfred Melzer 26

4. The Economic Strategy of the 1980s and the
Limits to Possible Reforms
Ian Jeffries and Manfred Melzer 41

5. The Kombinatm GDR Economic Organisation
Phillip J. Bryson and Manfred Melzer 51

6. The 1981-85 Order of Planning (Planungsordnung)
Manfred Troder 69

7. The Perfecting of the Planning and Steering
Mechanisms
Manfred Melzer 99

8. Product and Process Renewal in GDR
Economic Strategy: Goals, Problems and Prospects
Manfred Melzer and A rthur A. Stahnke 119

9. The Pricing System of the GDR: Principles x

arid Problems
Manfred Melzer 141

10. The GDR Financial System
Hannsjorg F. Buck 149

11. Agriculture
KonradMerkel 202

12. The Foreign Trade and Payments of the GDR i
in a Changing World Economy
Hanns-Dieter Jacobsen 235

13. The Role of the GDR in Comecon: Some
Economic Aspects
Werner Klein 261



14. Economic Reform in the GDR: Causes and
Effects
Hannelore Hamel and Helmut Leipold 280

List of Contributors 305
Glossary 306
References • 314
Index 323


