© 2008 AGI- ultant
May be used for personal purporses only or by
libraries associated to dandelon.com network

The Mishnah in Contemporary
Perspective

Volume Two

Edited by
Alan J. Avery-Peck and Jacob Neusner

BRILL
LEIDEN » BOSTON
2006



CONTENTS

P aCe oo Vil

Anecdotal Evidence: The Yavneh Conundrum, Bukat Hamminim,
and the Problem of Talmudic Historiography ... 1
Daniel Boyarin

University of California, Berkeley

On the Quality of the Rabbinic Text: The Opening of the
Mishnah oo 36
Dalia Hoshen

University of Manchester

The Construction of Households in the Mishnah .......cccooenennnn. 55
Hayim Lapin
Unwersity of Maryland

The Mishnah in Historical and Religious Context ........c........... 81
Jacob Neusner
Bard College

The Structure and Implicit Message of Mishnah
TTACLALE INAZIT  covviiviiiiiiiiitite e s e e e e e 110

Simcha Fishbane
Touro College

Archaeology and the Mishnah’s Halakhic Tradition:
The Case of Stone Vessels and Ritual Baths ... 136
Eyal Regev

Bar-Ilan University

The Poetics of the Mishnah ..., 153
Avraham Walfish
Herzog Teachers Academy



Vi CONTENTS

Why We Cannot Assume the Historical Reliability of
Attributions: The Case of the Houses in Mishnah-Tosefta
MaKkhShirin ..o e 190
Jacob Neusner

Bard College

Subject INAEX  .oiriiiiiiii e 213



