
To Be Free and French 
Citizenship in France's Atlantic Empire 

Lorelle Semley 
College of the Holy Cross, Massachusetts 

HI CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Contents 

List of Figures . page vii 
List of Maps xi 
List of Tables xii 
Preface: Coincidental Crossings xiii 
Acknowledgments xix 

Part I Revolutionary Foundations 1 

Prologue: Citizens of the World 3 

1 To Live and Die, Free and French 24 

2 Signares Before Citizens 69 

Part II Colonial Constructions 113 

3 When Blacks Broke the Chains in the "Litde Paris 
of the Antilles" 115 

4 The Trans-African Origins of Porto-Novo 160 

5 An "Evolution Revolution" in Paris 201 

Part III Planning After Empire 257 

6 A More Perfect French Union 259 

Epilogue: The Art of Citizenship 300 

Bibliography 321 
Index 349 

vii 


