
NIGEL WATT 

Burundi 
Biography of a Small African Country 

? 

HURST & COMPANY, LONDON 



CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements vii 
Preface to the 2008 Edition ix 
List of Illustrations xi 
Maps xii 

1. A Quick Tour of the Country 1 
2. Transport, Language, Culture, Religion 11 

HISTORY AND PAINFUL MEMORIKS 
3. Kings, Germans, Belgians, Hutus, Tutsis, Twa 25 
4. Micombero and the tragedy of 1972 35 
5. Dictatorship and the first seeds of democracy 1977 93 41 
6. The crisis begins (1993) 49 
7. 'Creeping coup' to Buyoya II, 1993-99 59 
8. The peace talk! at Arusha, 1998-2001 69 
9. Buyoya, Ndayizeye and the elections of 2005 77 
10. Rebels and extremists 87 
11. Integrating the army: disarmament and demobilisarion 93 
12. Tales of'ethnicity' 99 
13. The Twa: organising the most marginalised 107 

MAKING PEACE 
14. Peace comes to Kibimba 117 
15. Action by Christians: peace education and trauma healing 123 
16. Peacemaking on the ground 133 
17. The media 147 
18. Governance, human rights and justice 157 
19. Poverty and development: the economy as the key to peace? 165 
20. International organisations 177 

v 



BURUNDI: BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL AFRICAN COUNTRY 

THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 
21. Nkurunziza's first term, 2005-10 191 
22. The 2010 elections and after: a one party state? 205 
23. Burundi in 2014: the calm before the storm 215 
24. The storm 225 
25. The future: peace or war, dictatorship or democracy? 235 

ANNEXES 
1. Bibliography 245 
2. Who's Who 249 
3. Glossary 251 
4. Acronyms 253 

Index 257 

t 

VI 


