
Sport under Unexpected Circumstances
Violence, Discipline, and Leisure in Penal and 

Internment Camps

Edited by
Gregor Feindt, Anke Hilbrenner, and Dittmar Dahlmann

Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht



Table of Contents

Introduction

Gregor Feindt/Anke Hilbrenner/Dittmar Dahlmann
Between "Barbed Wire Disease” and Judenexerzteren: Why the 
History of Sport in Penal and Internment Camps Matters..................... 9

Alan Kramer
The World of Camps: A Protean Institution in War and Peace.............. 23

Section I

Gregor Feindt/ Anke Hilbrenner
Camps as Nomos of Modernity? ............................................................... 43

Floris J.G. van der Merwe
Sport in Concentration and Prisoner of War Camps 
during the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902................................................... 49

Panikos Panayi
Work, Leisure, and Sport in Military and Civilian Internment Camps 
in Britain, 1914-1919 .................................................................................. 63

Christoph Jahr
“We are pursuing sport because such work is not demeaning”:
Forms and Functions of Sport in Internment Camps 
during the First World War....................................................................... 87

Doriane Gomet
Sport behind the Wire: Primarily a Life-Saving Exercise?...................... 103

Section II

Anke Hilbrenner
Bodies in Camps between Destruction and Perfection............................ 125



6 Table of Contents

Felicitas Fischer von Weikersthal
Between Coercion and Athletic Ambition: The Form and Function 
of Physical Culture in Soviet Forced Labour Camps............................... 131

Kim Wunschmann
Judenexerziererv. The Role of “Sport” for Constructions of Race,
Body, and Gender in the Concentration Camps...................................... 153

Veronika Springmann
“He liked us, because we were good athletes, good workers” - 
Productive Bodies in Nazi Concentration Camps................................... 175

Section III

Gregor Feindt
Camps Producing Identity and Memory..................................................  193

Mathias Beer
Sport in Expellee and Refugee Camps in Germany after the Second 
World War: Expressing Identity between Backa and Stuttgart............... 199

Marcus Velke
Recreation, Nationalisation, and Integration: Sport in Camps for 
Estonian and Jewish DPs in Post-War Germany...................................... 223

Dieter Reinisch
Performing Resistance: Sport and Irish Republican Identity in 
Internment Camps and Prisons................................................................. 245

Conclusion

Manfred Zeller
Games of Transgression: Camp Sports and the Fate of the 
Body Modern.............................................................................................. 269

Contributors to this Volume  ....................................................................  279


