MASTERING SPACE

Hegemony, territory and international
political economy

Jobhn Agnew and
Stuart Corbridge

R

London and New York



CONTENTS

List of figures

List of tables
Preface
Acknowledgements

INTRODUCTION

International relations and international political economy
Space and geopolitics

The organization of the book

Part I Mastering space

GEOPOLITICAL ORDER

Spatial ontology

The concept of geopolitical order

The three geopolitical orders

Two alternative schemes

The Concert of Europe — British Geopolitical Order (1815-75)
The Geopolitical Order of Inter-Imperial Rivalry (1875-1945)
The Cold War Geopolitical Order (1945-90)

Conclusion

GEOPOLITICAL DISCOURSE

Geopolitical discourse

The origins and continuity of modern geopolitical discourse
Ciwvilizational geopolitics

Naturalized geopolitics

Ideological geopolitics

Conclusion

THE TERRITORIAL TRAP
Space and spatiality in social science
The territorial state and international relations theory

v

vil
vili
X
xill

N W N -

13
13
15
19
24
26
31
37
44

46
46
49
52
56
65
76

78
79
80



CONTENTS

Emerging spatial forms
Conclusion

Part II Hegemony/territory/globalization:
the geopolitics of international political economy

‘HEGEMONIC’ INSTABILITY AND THE RELATIVE
DECLINE OF THE UNITED STATES

Hegemonic succession and hegemonic stability

The relative decline of the United States

Continuing American leadership

American hegemony versus the US territorial economy
Conclusion

‘HEGEMONIC’ PRETENDERS

The pursuit of primacy

The Soviet collapse and Russia as a Great Power
The Chinese challenge

The Japanese enigma

Germany, again?

Trading blocs

Conclusion

TRANSNATIONAL LIBERALISM

Internationalization and globalization

‘Glocalization’ and the internationalization of state activities
Conclusion

Part III The elements of a new geopolitical discourse

MASTERING SPACE OR EMPOWERING
COMMUNITIES?

Mastering space

Globalization and real multilateralism
Globalization, identity and representation
Globalization, citizenship and historical consciousness
Globalization, the market and ‘market socialism’
Conclusion: discourse counts

References
Index

vi

95
100

103
103
106
113
118
127

130
130
135
140
145
151
155
163

164
165
188
205

21
212
214
216
219
221
227

228
250



2.1
2.2

31
3.2
3.3
34

3.5
5.1

5.2
5.3

5.4
5.5
5.6

5.7
6.1
6.2
6.3
7.1
7.2

7.3
7.4

FIGURES

The nature of US-Soviet relations, 1948-91

The zone of most serious US-Soviet indirect conflict,

A 1948-68; B 1969-88

Europe as a ‘Queen’

The pan-regions of Nazi geopolitics

Mackinder’s ‘heartland model’

How far is it to the Gulf? Trends in US and Soviet access to
airfields or airspace

The semiotics of the ‘three worlds’

Potential causal relationships involved in long-waves of leading
sector development

Gross federal debt as a percentage of US GNP, 1950-90

US export volume (1986-91), relative productivity gains
(1979-89) and business fixed investment (1980-91)

US defence spending, fiscal years 1890-2000

US current account, 1950-88

Regional per capita incomes as a percentage of US average,
1982-7

Japan’s investment imbalance, fiscal years 1985-93

The nuclear weapons of the former Soviet Union

The circuits of world trade in the late 1970s

The downward trend of EC GDP, 1961-92

World distribution of offshore financial centres

Global shrinkage: the effect of changing transport technologies
on real distance

Inflation in the 1970s

The reshaping of hegemony after the Cold War

vii

42

43
53
59
64

69
71

107
112

115
122
123

125
127
141
158
160
175

184
189
206



