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THOUGHTS, WORDS AND THINGS

Meaning, the central problem of Language, neglected by the
sciences most concerned, 1. Its treatment ilosophers to
be considered in detail as the analysis proceeds, particularly in
Chapter VIII. The philological approach.—Professor st-
gate s clear formulation, 2. The failure of Semantics ; Bréal, 2.

. de Saussure and /s langue, 4. The ethnologists; Boas, 6.
The development of psychology makes a scientific treatment of
symbols possible, 8.

The importance of Symbols_in all discussion and inquiry.—
Symbolism the study of their influence on thought, 8. u%'he
many functions of symbols.—Their function as organizing and
communicating reference to be first considered, 9 Their emotive
functions postponed till Chapter VII. A convenient diagram of
Symbol, Referenice and Refefent, 10. The relation of words to

ings indivect ; throq‘il’: Interptetation, 11. The dangers of
verbal shorthand, 12. vance in Science through its rejection.—
Relativity ; ' Psycho-analysis, 18.

Misinterpretation, 14. Complexities due to misdirection ;
Lying, 16. Such derivative problems of secondary importance, 19.

The necessity for a theory of Interpretation based on our
observation of others, 19. The dubiety of Introspection.—
Impossibility of 2 sol:'})éistic account of communication ; Baldwin,
20. The variety and omnipresence of Sign-situations, 21. The
peculiar place of Symbols, 23.

CHAPTER 11

THE POWER OF WORDS

Symbols as a perennial source of wonder and illusion. The

evalence of symbol-worship among the uneducated, 24.

nguage a vehicle of the most primitive ideas and emotions of
mankind, 25. The name as soul.—Secret names, 27.
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Verbal superstition still rife.—Reasons for its wide diffusion.—
Purely verbal constructions in modern philosophy, 29. The
alleged world of Being ; Bertrand Russell as a neo-Platonist, 80.

The Greek view of language.—Platonism as the product of
primitive word-magic, 81. Heracleitus, Pythagoras, 82. Par-
menides.—Plato’s ‘ideas’ developed from the Pythagorean
name-soul.—Neglect of Plato’s Cratylus, 83. Aristotle’s depend-
ence on words; his logic based on grammar.—Testimony of
Whewell and Gomperz.—Linguistic tricks characteristic of
Greek dialectic, 34. Mauthner’s critique of Aristotelian ver-
balism.—The De Interpretatione, 85. Verbal superstitions in
Rome; 86. Evidence that the Greeks realized the misleading
influence of language, 87. Buddhism even more explicit.—RBut
Aenesidemus and Sceptics alone in antiquity approached the
problem of signs scientifically, 38.

The East the true home of verbal superstition.—Spells : verbal
magic and verbal medicine, 89. Verbal magic still practised
freely to-day.—But in new forms.—Logicians as mystics, 40.
Rignano on the verbal carapace.—Affective resonance in meta-
physics, 42. Word-magic in modern medicine, 43.

Only by an analysis of sign and symbol situations can we
escape such influences.—The existence of the problem only
realized in recent times.—Forerunners of a scientific treatment
from William of Occam to Mauthner, 48.

The next step. A theory of signs indispensable to an analysis
of the meaning of symbols.—Light thrown on verbal magic by
this theory, 47. T

CHAPTER III

SIGN-SITUATIONS

The theory of Meaning dependent upon the theory of Signs.—
Reference, i.c., the relation between a thought and what it is
of, not unique, 48. The alleged direct relation of acquaintance
with  propositions’; Keynes, Lipps, Husserl, van Ginneken, 49.
Previous psychological accounts of Knowledge—in terms of
association, apperception and suggestion—insufficiently dynamic.
~—Development in terms of mnemic causation; mon, 51.
Illustrations and explanations ; Lloyd Morgan’s caterpillar, 52.

The defects of causal language, 5§4. Restatement in terms of
recurrent contexts, 5§6. Examples of contexts psychological and
external, §6. Definition of a Context, 58. How contexts recur.—
Generality of contexts and their probability, 59.

Defects of accounts based on imagery.—Images as luxuries of
mental life, 59. Their dangers, 61. Russell.—The context
theory of reference illustrated in the difficult case of expectation.—
The truth or falsity of a reference merely a question of the recur-
rence or non-recurrence of a context.— nsion of this view to
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expectations whose signs arc themselves beliefs, and further to
all cases of interpretation from particular to particular, 62.
Extension to general references, 63. The generality and par-
ticularity of primitive references not the symbolic generality
and particularity of logic.—The conditions for general refer-
ences, 64. Inclusive a.'mf non-inclusive references, i.c., references
to all and some, 65. The detailed investigation of contexts a
future task of psychology, 66.

The referents of false beliefs, 66. Propositions as references,
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as the structure of references.—Inclusion of references in com-
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