Literature in the Digital Age
An Introduction

-

. ADAM HAMMOND

San Diego State University

2 CAMBRIDGE

357 UNIVERSITY PRESS




Contents

List of Tables and Figures page ix
Preface: The Excess of Seeing xiii
Acknowledgments xix

Part I: Is Literature Dying in the Digital Age?

Chapter 1 The Digital Medium and Its Message 3
Chapter 2 Medium Shifts: Literary Thought in Media
History 22

Part Il: Digitization

Chapter 3 The Universal Library 41

Chapter 4 Digital Editions and the Complexity of
Remediation 57

Chapter 5 Quantitative Approaches to the Literary 82

Part lll: Born Digital

Chapter 6 Short-Circuiting the Publication Process 133
Chapter 7 Interactivity: Revolution and Evolution in
Narrative 154
Chapter 8 Literature in the Digital Master Medium 175
Coda Print in the Digital Age 198
Notes 207

Index 227

vii



List of Tables and Figures

Tables

5.1 Unlike texts, ranked by TTR (sample size not standardized).

5.2 Unlike texts, ranked by TTR (sample size standardized).
5.3 TTRs for individual chapters of James Joyce’s A Portrait of
the Artist as a Young Man (sample size standardized).

54 TTRs for selected novels by Virginia Woolf (sample size

standardized).
5.5 TTRs for selected “difficult” modernist novels (sample size
standardized).

5.6 TTR of Woolf’s To the Lighthouse compared to selected 1927

best sellers (sample size standardized).

Figures

page 95

96
97
98

98

4.1 (a-b) Copies D and I of Plate 14 of William Blake’s Tlie Marriage

of Heaven and Hell, showing the significant variations Blake

often introduced at the coloring stage of “illuminated
printing.”

4.2 Detail of the first page of the manuscript of Emily
Dickinson’s “Alone and in a Circumstance —,” showing
pasted stamp.and “legs.”

4.3 Storyboard sketch by Johanna Drucker showing the intended

functionality of the [IVANHOE game.

5.1 TAPoRware List Words tool result for Jane Austen’s Pride and

Prejudice, all words.

5.2 'TAPoRware List Words tool result for Pride and Prejudice, stop

words applied.
5.3 Wordle.net word cloud for Pride and Prejudice.

page 60

64
79
90

92
93

X



5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

6.1
6.2

6.3

6.4

List of Tables and Figures

Graph by Tanya Clement comparing features of Gertrude Stein’s
Making of Americans to a sample of canonical literary texts.
Advertisement for Rubdry Towels from 1911 issue of
Cosmopolitan (Modernist Journals Project).

Chart comparing the percentage of quotation in Raymond
Williams’s Keywords (1976) and Modernism: Keywords (2014),
(a~b) Wordle.net word clouds for Williams’s Keywords and
Modernism: Keywords, quotation excluded.

Google Books Ngram Viewer chart for “advertising,”
1800-2000, English corpus.

Google Books Ngram Viewer chart for “modernism,”
“modernist,” and “avant-garde,” 1800-2000, English corpus.
Google Books Ngram Viewer chart for “*_AD] genius,”
1800-2000, English corpus.

Google Books Ngram Viewer chart for “fuck,” 1600~2000,
English corpus.

Aggregate term frequencies of “abstract value” words in novels,
1785-1900 (Heuser and Le-Khac, A Quantitative Literary History
of 2,958 Nineteenth-Century British Novels).

Aggregate term frequencies of “hard seed” words in novels,
1785-1900 (Heuser and Le-Khac, A Quantitative Literary History
of 2,958 Nineteenth-Century British Novels).

Word cloud visualization of “Native American” topic (Matthew
Jockers).

Ordered hierarchy of content objects (OHCQ) in the TEI
representation of drama.

Robert Darnton’s “communications circuit.”

Map of Boney Borough in Dash Shaw’s webcomic serial
BodyWorld (2008-2009).

“Grid-think” in BodyWorld: class note addressed by grid
position.

Jem Jewel lays out the themes of BodyWorldin a class assignment.

101

104

105

107

109

110

111

112

114

115

117

124
138

147

148
148



6.5

6.6
7.1

List of Tables and Figures xi

Paulie Panther killed by his own self-loathing: a shadow of Paulie

in the mind of Pearl Peach. 150
Palimpsestic overlaying in BodyWorld. 152
(a-b) Disappearing choices in Stephen Marche’s Lucy Hardin’s

Missing Period. 168



