
second edition

GENDER
IN

CROSS-CULTURAL
PERSPECTIVE

Edited by

Caroline B. Brettell and Carolyn E Sargent
Southern Methodist University

Dallas, Texas

PRENTICE HALL, UPPER SADDLE RIVER, NEW JERSEY 07458



CONTENTS

Preface xi

I. BIOLOGY, GENDER, AND HUMAN EVOLUTION 1

Perspectives on the Evolution of Sex Differences 6
LILA LEIBOWITZ

The Role of Women in Human Evolution 15
MARGARET EHRENBERG

r

Gender and War. Are Women Tough Enough for Military Combat? ZO
LUCINDAJ. PEACH

The. Case for Social Maternity: Adoption of Children by Urban Baule Women 3 0
MONA ETIENNE

Lifeboat Ethics: Mother Love and Chiid Death in Northeast Brazil 3 6
NANCY SCHEPER-HUGHES

Tfte Cultural Nexus ofAfta Father-Infant Bonding 42
BARRY S. HEWLETT

II. GENDER AND PREHISTORY 54

Men and Women in Prehistory: An Archaeological Challenge. 57
MARGARET W. CONKEY

Diversity of the. Upper Paleolithic "Venus" Figurines and Archeological
Mythology 67
SARAH M. NELSON

Maya Royal Women: A Lesson in Precofumfiian History 74
DAVID FREIDEL AND LINDA SCHELE



CONTENTS

III. DOMESTIC WORLDS AND PUBLIC WORLDS 79

Tfie Domestic Sphere of Women and the Public World of Men:
The Stretujtfts and" Limitations of an Antfiropolbgicaf Dichotomy 82
LOUISE LAMPHERE

"It's a Pleasure to Cook for Him": Food", Mealtimes and" Gender
in Some South Wales Households 92
ANNE MURCOTT

Male Sociability and" Rituals of Masculinity in Ruraf Andalusia 102
HENK DRIESSEN

Pu6fic and Private Politics: Women in the Middle Eastern World 111
CYNTHIA NEISON

IV. THE CULTURAL CONSTRUCTION OF GENDER
AND PERSONHOOD 124

Rituals of Manhood: Male Initiation in Papua New Guinea 129
GILBERT H. HERDT

Hausa Socialization 133
BARBARA J. CALLAWAY

Tfte Named and the Nameless: Gender and Person in Chinese Society 13 7
RUBIE S. WATSON

A Criticaf Appraisaf of Theories of MenstruaC Symbolism 150
THOMAS BUCKLEY AND ALMA GOTTLIEB

V. CULTURE AND SEXUALITY 161

Is tftere a Musfim Sexuality? Changing Constructions of Sexuality in Egyptian
Bedouin Weddings 167
LILA ABU-LUGHOD

Women and Men in IKung Society 176 N

MARJORIE SHOSTAK

Tfte Manftood Puzzle 185
DAVID D. GILMORE

Neitfter Man nor Woman: The. Hijras of India 198
SERENA NANDA



CONTENTS vii

Amazons of America: Female Gender Variance 202
WALTER L. WILLIAMS

VI. EQUALITY AND INEQUALITY: THE SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOR
AND GENDER STRATIFICATION 214

Woman the Hunter. The Agta. 219
AGNES ESTIOKO-GRIFFIN AND P. BION GRIFFIN

Woman's Day Among tfte Mundurucu 229
ROBERT MURPHY AND YOLANDA MURPHY

Harufo's Work 238
GAIL LEE BERNSTEIN

Tfte Position of Women in a Pastoraf Society (Tfte Fulani WoDaaBe,
Nomads of tfte Niger) 248
MARGUERITE DUPIRE

VII. GENDER, PROPERTY, AND THE STATE 259

Tftin/iiruj aBout Women and the Origin of the State 264 .
RAYNA RAPP

Dowry, Bride-Buming, and" Female Power in India 270
LINDA STONE AND CAROLINE JAMES

Tfte Legal and Social Transformation of Rural Women in Aegean Turkey 280
JUNE STARR

Japanese Mothers and OBentos: The Lunch-Box as Ideological State Apparatus 298
ANNE ALLISON

GENDER, HOUSEHOLD, AND KINSHIP 315

Domestic Network: Tftose You Count On" 319 ^
CAROL STACK

Matri|bcality, Power, and" Gender Relations in Jamaica 329
MARSHA PRIOR

Maria, A Portuguese Fisfterwoman 33 7
SALLY COLE



viii CONTENTS

Tfte Female World of Cards and Hofidays: Women, Families, and the Work
of Kinship 340
MICAEIA DI LEONARDO

DL GENDER, RITUAL, AND RELIGION 351

Divine Connections: Tfte TAansin and Her Clients 356
LAUREL KENDALL

Tfte Recruitment of Naft.ua Curers: Role Convict and Gender 367
BRAD R. HUBER

Mama Lola and the Ezilis: Themes of Motftering and Loving
in Haitian Vodbu 380
KAREN MCCARTHY BROWN

Blessed Motfter Anne, Holy Motfter Wisdom: Gender and Divinity in Shaker Life
and" Belief 390
MARJORIE PROCTER-SMITH

X. GENDER, POLITICS, AND REPRODUCTION 398

Gender and Ritual- Giving Birtft. tfte American Way 403
ROBBIE E. DAVIS-FLOYD

Tfte Politics of Reproduction in a Mexican Village 416
CAROLE H. BROWNER

Procreation Stories: Reproduction, Nurturance, and Procreation in Life Narratives
of Abortion Activists 426
FAYEGINSBURG.

Tfte Movement Against Clitoridectomy and Injilndation in Sudan: Public Health
Policy and the Women's Movement 441
ELLEN GRUENBAUM

Female Infanticide and Child Neglect in Rural North India 453
BARBARA D. MILLER

XI. COLONIALISM, DEVELOPMENT, AND THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 466

New England Missionary Wives, Hawaiian Women and "Tfte Cult
qfTrueWomannood"" 471
PATRICIA GRIMSHAW



CONTENTS ix

"A6a Riots" or Igbo '"Women's War"? Ideology, Stratification, and the Invisibility
ofWomen 488
JUDITH VAN ALLEN

Tfte Impact of Development on Women: Tfte Interplay of Material Conditions
and Gender Ideology 504
VICTORIA S. LOCKWOOD

Doing Tfteir Homework: The Dilemma of Planning Women's Garden Programs
in Bangladesh 518
MARGOT WILSON-MOORE

Maquibdoms: The View from the Inside 525
MARIA PATRICIA FERNANDEZ KELLY

"Wild Pigs and Dog Men": Rape and Domestic Violence as "Women's Issues"
in Papua New Guinea 53 8
LAURA ZIMMER-TAMAKOSHI

Film List 554


