THE ART OF
ADAPTATION

TURNING FACT AND FICTION
) INTO FILM

- LINDA SEGER

&

AN OWL BOOK
HENRY HOLT and COMPANY NEW YORK




CONTENTS

Preface

Introduction: Turning Fact and Fiction into Film

Part One: What’s the Problem?

1. Why Literature Resists Film
2. Why Theatre Resists Film

3.
4

Why the True-life Story Resists Film

From Film into Film

Part Two: Creating the Second Original

5.

Finding the Story

6. Choosing the Characters

xi

11

13
33
47
63

75

77
118




CONTENTS

7. Exploring the Theme 138
8. Creating and Shading Style, Mood, and Tone 156
Part Three: Twice Told—Twice Sold 175
9. Optioning a Story _ 177
10. Writing a Docudrama for Television 206
Afterword _ 219
Winners of the Academy Award for Best Picture,
1930-1990 221
Winners of the Emmy Award for Outstanding Miniseries
and Drama/Comedy Special, 1977-1990 224
Bibliography 226

Index 229



