HAGIT LAVSKY

- BEFORE CATASTROP

THE DISTINCTIVE PATH OF
GERMAN ZIONISM

AY

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS, DETROIT
. THE MAGNES PRESS, THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY, JERUSALEM
LEO BAECK INSTITUTE, JERUSALEM



CONTENTS

Preface . ... i e 9
Introduction: Setting the Stage . .......... ... .o L, 11
Chapter One: German Zionism ~ The First Phase ............... 18
The Emergence of the Zionist Movement in Germany .......... 18
German Zionism as a Focal Point inthe WZO ................ 23
The Seeds of National Radicalism ......................... 25
Chapter Two: The Impact of the War on German Zionism ........ 32
Transition in the World Zionist Movement . ................. 32
The Impact of War on German Zionism .................... 35
The Weimar Republic ........... ... ... ... .. .. 39
* The Victory of Palestinocentric Radicalism .................. 42
Chapter Three: Plans for the Development of Palestine ........... 46
The Jewish National Home ... ......... ... .. .. i, 46
Between Socialism and Etatisme ... ......... ... 49
Shaping a Socioeconomic Program .. ............coiin.. 52
. The Establishment of Keren Hayesod ....................... 57
\
Chapter Four: The Basis for Cooperation with Chaim Weizmann . ... 61
The Zionist Movement, the Jewish World and Palestine ......... 61
« The Challenge: Palistinaarbeit or Gegenwartsarbeit . ............ 66
Confronting the Binyan Haaretz Faction .................... 73

The Radical Victory in Germany and World Zionism ........... 84



Chapter Five: For the Sake of the Land of Israel
Keren Hayesod and the Tithe .............................
Cooperation with the Non-Zionists ........................
The Contribution to Palestine . . ..........................
Keren Hayesod as the Bone of Contention .......... [P
Pioneer Training and Immigration

Chapter Six: Zionist Responsibility . .........................
The Rise of General Zionism .. ................. . ...,
Unity at the 13th Zionist Congress ........................
The Right-Wing Challenge ...................... e
Pro-Left Consolidation ................ccioiiuinevnn.. .
The 14th Zionist Congress and the Failure of Pro-Left Neutrality ..

Establishment of the Linkes Zentrum ........... el
The Economic Reform Program ..........................
The Crucible of “Leftist” Orientation ......................
The Linkes Zentrum at the 15th Zionist Congress . .............
The EndofthePath .......................... e

~ Chapter Seven: The Leftist Center .

Chapter Eight: First Encounter with The Arab Question ..........
The Roots of Moderation . .......... oo,
In the Wake of the May 1921 Disturbances
The Response: Binationalism
Resolution of Compromise

Chapter Nine: Brith Shalom . ......... ... ... ... .. oii...
Confronting the Revisionist Challenge: The Binational Plan . . . . ...
The 14th Zionist Congress and the Establishment of Brith Shalom . .
Brith Shalom in Germany: The Test .. ....................:.
The Binational Plan and the Zionist Executive ................

Chapter Ten: In the Wake of the 1929 Riots: A Breakdown of Unity .
Turning Inward ................... O
The 1929 Riots and the Public Response
The German Zionists versus Weizmann . ....................
Crasisinthe ZVID . ...... .. ... it ..

~



Chapter Eleven: Weizmannismon Trial ...................... 207

The Confrontation . ........... ..., . 207
The Jena Convention and the Restored Pact . . . ............... 219
Chapter Twelve: Confronting the Nazi Threat ................. 227
The Transition: 1929-1932 . ... ... ... . . i, 227
Onthe Brink: 1933-1938 . ...... ... ... .. ..., 233
The Challenge of Expansion ................ .. ccoiu.. 235
Cooperation ina Timeof Crisis . ......................... 239
The Zionist Movement and the Nazis ...................... 245
From Germany to Palestine ............................. 249
Chapter 13: German Zionism in Retrospect . ................... 254
Centrality and Changing Roles .. ................. e 254
. Between Eastand West . ............... ... ... ... . ... 255
National Radicalization . .. ........ ... ... ... ... L. 256
PalestinocentriSm . . . ..o viiii e 258
Socioeconomic Policy and Political Moderation ............... 259
The Political Role . ....... ... .. . . ... .. . i, 261
Palestinocentrism at the Service of German Jewry .. ............ 263
Epilogue ... .. e 264
Abbreviations . ...... ... ... e e 266
Bibliography .. ...... ... .. . 267
Index ... oot e e 279
Tables
Table I: German Zionism - Statistics for 1921-1932 ............ 34
Table II: Keren Hayesod Income . ................ ..o, 97
Table III: Jewish Emigration from Germany to Palestine and the U.S. 104
Table IV: Jewish Emigration from Germany in 1933-1938 ....... 252

Plates follow pages 32, 144, 224
\



