
Qumran and the Essenes

A Re-Evaluation of the Evidence

by

Lena Cansdale

J.C.B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck) Tubingen



Contents

Preface V
Abbreviations XI

Introduction 1

Part One
The Community Of The Scrolls

1. Brief History of Scroll Finds and Literature Review 5
Dead Sea Scroll Discoveries and the Excavation of Qumran 5
Additional Archaeological Discoveries in the Dead Sea Area 8
A Short, Necessarily Selective, Literature Review 11

2. The Essenes 19
The Ancient Authors as a Source for the Essenes 22
Variations in the Names by which the Essenes were known 24
The Ethnographic Character of the Essenes 24
Where did the Essenes Live? 25
What were the Occupations of the Essenes ? 28
The Essenes' Attitude to the Swearing of Oaths 28
Religious Beliefs and Practices of the Essenes 29
Who could join the Essene Community? 30
The Attitude of the Essenes to Women 30
Additional Sources on the Essenes from the 3rd and 4th Centuries 31

3. Some Inconsistencies within the Rule Scrolls 34
Contents of the Rule Scrolls 35
Other Non-Biblical Scrolls 36
Inconsistencies in the Rule Scrolls and other Non-Biblical Scrolls 37
The Leadership of the Community 37
The Process of Joining the Community 38
Women's Place in the Community 38
The Question of Property belonging to Community Members 39
General Religious Beliefs 40

4. Were the Scrolls addressed to all the People of the Jewish Nation ? .. 42
The Number of People in the Community 42
The Economics of the Community: Agriculture 43



VIII Contents

Other Occupations: Seafaring, Music, Jewellery Making, Building 44
Other Trades: The Making of Weapons 46
Political Leadership of the Community 47

5. Status of Women Members of the Scroll Community 49
Rules Pertaining to both Men and Women 51
Rules Concerning Men's Relationship with Women 53
Rules Peculiar to Women 55

6. Comparison of the Scroll Community with the Essenes 58

The Names of the Communities 58
Where did the Communities Live? 59
Religious Beliefs and Practices 60
Rules For Joining The Community 61
Way of Life and Customs: Private Property 63
Way of Life and Customs: the Swearing of Oaths and Vows 64
Way of Life and Customs: Owning of Slaves 64
Way of Life and Customs: Attitude to War and Manufacture of Weapons . . . 65
Way of Life and Customs: Attitude to Women and Celibacy 65

7. Comparison of the Scroll Community with other Jewish Sects 67
The Pharisees and the Scroll Community - Similarities and Differences . . . . 67
The Sadducees and the Scroll Community - Similarities and Differences . . . 69
The Zealots and the Scroll Community - Similarities and Differences 73
The Samaritans and the Scroll Community - Similarities and Differences . . . 75
Rechabites, Nazirites, Hasidim and the Scroll Community - Similarities
and Differences 76
Early Christianity and the Scroll Community - Similarities and Differences . 78
Nameless Sects 79

Part Two
Qumran and its Surroundings

8. Scroll Finds - Past and Present 81
Hiding and Finding of Scrolls and other Treasures: Literary Reports 82
The Shapira Scrolls - Genuine or Forgeries ? 85
Scroll Discoveries by Authorised Archaeologists and Freelance Searchers . . 87
Discoveries in the Caves near Wadi Qumran 87
Wadi Murabba'at Discoveries T i 88
Khirbet Mird Discoveries 89
Nahal Hever and Nahal Mishmar Discoveries 89
Wadi ed-Daliyeh Discoveries 91
Masada Discoveries 92
Recent Cave Discoveries 93
Differences between the Qumran Scroll Finds and other Discoveries 94



Contents IX

9. The Name and Identity of Qumran 98

Place Names in the Dead Sea Area shown on old Maps 98
The Name of Qumran in the Pre-exilic Period 101
The Name of Qumran in the Second Temple Era 106
The Name of Qumran in Modern Times 109

10. Was Qumran Part of a Land and Sea Trade Route Network? 114

Evidence for Dead Sea Commercial Shipping 116
19th and Early 20th Century Reports on Travel to the Dead Sea Area 120

11. Archaeology of Qumran: The Cisterns 125
The Cisterns - Water Storage or Miqvaot? 125

12. Archaeology of Qumran: Tower and "Scriptorium" 137
The Function of the Tower: Was Qumran a Fortress? 137
"Scriptorium" and "Writing Tables" - are other Identifications Possible? . . 144

13. Archaeology of Qumran: Industrial Workshops;
Finds of Pottery, Glass, Stone, Bone and Coins 149
Industrial Workshops • 150
Pottery Finds 153
Finds of Stone Vessels and other Stone Objects 157
Finds of Glass Fragments 158
Finds of Animal Bones and other Food Remains 160
Single Coins and Coin Hoard Discoveries 161

14. Archaeology of the Surroundings: Cemeteries and Caves 165
The Cemeteries 165
The Caves 170

75. Settlements near Qumran: Ain Feshkha & other Villages 174
Ain Feshkha - an Industrial Annexe of Qumran? 174

Other Settlements in the Neighbourhood of Qumran 178

16. The Priestly City of Jericho and its Connection with Qumran 181

/ 7. Conclusions .' 191

The Essenes and their Relationship to Qumran 191
The Essenes and their Relationship to the Concepts in the Scrolls 192
The Scrolls and their Creators 194
The Scrolls and Reasons for their Concealment in the Caves 194
Qumran and its Functions 196



X Contents

Appendices
Appendix One 198
Appendix Two 199

Maps
Map One: The Position of the Eleven "Scroll Caves" in relation to Qumran . . . 200
Map Two: Scroll and Treasure Finds in the Dead Sea Area 201
Map Three: Trade Routes from Gulf of Elath to the North and West 202
Map Four: Roads and Ascents from Dead Sea to the West 203
Map Five: Qumran and Neighbouring Settlements near the Dead Sea 204

Plans
Plan One: Qumran in Israelite and la Periods according to de Vaux and du Buit . 205
Plan Two: Plan of Khirbet Qumran showing Cisterns 206
Plan Three: Khirbet Qumran, Schematic Plan of Loci in Periods Ib and II 207

Bibliography
Ancient Sources 209
Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, Bibliographies, Atlases and Maps 209
Secondary References 210

Indexes
Index of Persons . . . ' 223
Index of Subjects ' 225
Index of Geographical Names ' 229


